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General view of Aigosthena taken from the sea side towards
the southeast. The ancient tower at the southeast corner of
the acropolis is visible as is the church of St. George a
little to "the left.

Gnneral view of Aigosthena taken fron a point a little to
the north of the southeast corner tower of/the acropolis.
By the sea shore is visible the church of St. Nicholas and
a littl® to the right the first houses of the town of Porto
Gerraano. The white section in the foreground among the olive
trees marks the course of the stream running down along the
south side of the ancient town.

Vievr of the church of St. George on the acropolis taken from
the acropolis wall and showing the south and part of the east
side of the church.

•View of the church of St. George taken from the acropolis
wall and including a view of the terrace, stair-case, upper
and lower stories and the north wing of the garrison build
ing, The photograph also illustrates the way the garrison
Iwilding is built into the v/all of the acropolis.

Closer view of south side of the church of St. George.

View of east side of the church of St, George

View of the west side of the church of St, George, It i s
seen in this photograph .how the walls of the church do not
bind with the walls of the narthex.

Closer view of west side of the churd^ of St. George showing
the byzantine brickwork under the white wash.

View of the southwest corner of the garrison building show
ing "the doors to rooms I and II and the bottom of the stair
case. Here is the best view of-the peculiar lintel block over
"the door of room II.

S re 10 General view of southwest corner of garrison building in-
dud 3 -^1-- J . /.. . 1. J .1ling the height of the lower floor, part of the ancient
wall to the right and in the far upper rip^t of the figure
"the ancient tower at the southeast corner of the acropolis
is visible.
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Figure 12

Figure 13
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^^igure 14

Figure 15
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Figure 16

figure 17
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Viev.' showing corner ignore the main vdng joins the north
will', or the garrison building. The doors to rooms III,
IV, V, and VI are visible as well «.s, irmediktely above
the door to room IV (the door furthest to the rir^t and
still in shadow) the wall of the so called to'wer on the
second story.

View of southwest corner of garrison building taken IJrom
the south showing the stair-case, the landing, and the
relation of the two stories to one another as well as the

better condition of ihe mortar filling on the walls of
the rooms on the second story.

View along west wall of the second story taken from the ^
south. The doors to rooms VII, VII, and IX are visible **/
from left to right. At the left cent-r of the picture is
the south wall of the tower and between it and the walls
of the rooms is the creak showing the difference in the
levels of the terrace and the tower.

View of the west wall of the acropolis taken from the '
south showing in the foreground the remains of the an- • *•
cient wall and abovd and beyond that the medieval re- >T
pa ir s.

^iew of the west wall of the acropolis showing ancient
"^sonfvy and to the left the medieval repairs.

Northeast corner of the ruined basilica of t he Virgin
showing larger corner blocks taken from the ancient
fortifications .The photograph is taken from inside the churdi

Best preserved stretch of wall of the ruined basilica of
the Virgin at the northwest corner of the church. This is
view froni the north, ths t is outside the church.

Figure 18 Vi^^^ northwest corner of the church taken from the south,
This photograph shows the stone laid in mortar wiih lines
oF brickwork at regular intervals.

View of the east wall of the church of ihe Virgin (north
of the apse) taken from the west, th»t is within the church.

View off north end of the apse in the east wall showing large
blocks used in the apse.

View of "the denter of t he apse in i±ie east wall shtnving re
lation of little church of St. Anna (in the right part of the
photograph) to the ruins of the basilica.

Figure ig

Figure 20

Figure 21

Flat© 6

Figure 22 ir*view of the Church of St. Anna from the northwest corner of
ruined basilica of the Virgin (fig. 18) showing the west and
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north sides of the church and also showing the wall, built
since 1949, around the courtyard to the west of the church.
In the northwest corner of the wall the stone with an in

scription is visible. The windov; on the north side of the done
is also seen.

figure 23 Vievr of the church of St. Anna taken fror the southeast giving
a viev/ of the south and east sides of the "'hurch, the windov/ in
the south v/all and 'the windo\v in the east side of the dctne .

Figure 24 "Viev; of the done of the church of St. Anna from the west show
ing recent small repairs to tiie west wall and "the dome.

figure 25 Vievi of the church of St. Anna from the east.

Plate 7

Figure 26 Viev^.of the church of St. Anna from the soutlaeast shov^^ing
window in the apse of the church and its proximity to the
exterior ground level which is higher than the interior by
.50 meters.

Figure 27 Viev^ of the church of St. Anna from the southwest showing old
wall around west courtyard and the west wall of the church
before it v;as repaired (compare with fig. 24). To the ri^t of
the south apse the ruins of the basilica are visible.

Flate 8

figure 28

Figure 29

The above t^vo photographs were given to me by Mit.s 1!.
Alison Frantz and my thanks are due to her.

View of church of St. Nicholas from the southeast show-
the east and south walls of the church, the v/indow in

the • - - • ---• . , . . , .
— , -

®*st face of the octagonal dome, and th^e windov: in the
south wall.

View of church of St. Nicholas from the northeast show
ing north and east sides of the church and the north window
in the dome •

gu e 30 Yxovr of -the church of St. Nicholas from the east.

Figure 31

Figure 32

View of the churdi oF Nicholas from 'tiie south. Large
corner block with ancient cutting is visible in thel south
T/est corner as well as the stone vrork of the church where
the v/hite wash has been washed av/ay, the crack in the south
face tovfards the west end (there is another one on the north- znc ^ uxicro is anoi:ner one on uuc uwi <

side just barely visible in figure 29 by the middle bar of
the letter E) and the natural slope of t he ground towards the
sea

View of

. the slope which is pfobably the cause of the cracks
i-n the north and south w^lls, though they may also be due to
®arthquakes iffhich are common in this area.

church of St. Nicholas from southwest showing south
west walls of the church, vrindov^ in the west face of the

ome, entrance door to the narthex, entrance porch, large
^ ook visible in figure 31, and the tree that may be the one
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menticned by Ludwig .S*lv«.tor.

Figure 33 View of the church of St. Nicholsis from east. 3teps to
porch barely visible behind shrub at north end of porch
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Plan I

Sketch Plan of Acropolis and Lower Town of Acropolis showing relative
positions of the medieval nonunents and the town of Porto Gerrnano.

?i.nn ""<• r ' f/
Plan of the church of St. George on the acropolis. ^ j/

, 5 I '
Plan III

Plan of 11; ground floor of the Garrison building built into''t^e east
wall of "the acropolis. \ * i

i

Plan XV
Pl^n of t:^ second floor of the Garrison building built into the east

vfp.ll of the acropolis. .j

Plan V ^
Plan of the ruined basilica of the Virgin with a sketch plan of the

church of St. Anna showing the relative position of the two.,

Plan VI
Plan of the church of St. Anna.

Plan VII
Plan of the church of St. Nicholas by the'sea shore
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The T.'odern tcwn of Porto Gernuino is situated about 17 kilometers south

east of the town of Villia on a stubby finger of the Corinthian Gulf and be

tween the main range of Githaeron to the north and an outlying, spur, Kallia-

kouda, of the same range to the south. The town itself lies almost hidden by

olive trees by the seashore just outside the northwest corner of the impressive

*hd extensive ruins of the ancient town of Aigosthena, Today the modern town

18 very small and does not number more than 25 or 30 houses some of which are

occupied only during the summer when the town, because of its lovely situation

fine pebble beadh, attracts visitors from Villia and Athens, though not as

^*ny visitors as it could attract because 6f the large number of voracious

horseflies v^hich preclude anj'' IcAinging on the beach. Some of the modern in

habitants are engaged, in a modest way, in serving tourists, but most of them
^ork the land in the valley in which the town is located. Some others engage

fishing, but the fishing is mostly to supply the needs of the villagers
theiJiselves and th? few caiques that are registered at the town v/ork as cargo
'̂ hipB to carry on trade with the other small villages situated on the Corin-

Gulf, Most of the population appears to be of Albanian extraction and
Albanian is

frequently, if not more frequently, heard in the coffee houses
taveirns of town as Greek. The inhabitants appear to be perfectly

guaiy^nd in their everyday conversation switch freely and easily from one
Ian to the other.

town, though not far in distance from the main North-South highway
betv,

is

Athens and Thebes (the highway is a few kilometers east of Villia),

icult of access and between Villia and i'orto Germane the road ascends
2000 onto the range of Githaeron before the descent to the sea begins.
There a^e ind' »,

icatxons that it was not always as populated asMfis today, in
spite of it£ small present day population, for one traveler^vAio was there in
1857 states ther*. "3

were no houses there at that time and another in 1876 puts

• -.eHiAi-tuV.:
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the nunfoer ol' inhabitants at Benson, in 1895, was as charned with the

renoteness of the place as he was with the antiquities and says, "...thus while

few have heard of it and fev/er visit it, it may remain undisturbed for many
4

years—a place, for those %vho have seen it, to marvel at and return to."

There are a number of conflicting theories concerning the modern name

of the town and in fact there are even conflicting spellings of the second
5

part of the name of the tovm. The British Military Map of Greece and the

of Euboea-Sterea published in 1948 by Mr. B. Platis, as v;ell as tlie current

greek newspapers spell it with an e^psilon, thus rTTopti , and greek

®'̂ cyclopedias, most greek maps (including the map of Euboea-Boeotia published

before -the war by Mr, I. Garris, which is essentially the sariC map as Mr.
8

tis's), the book It;\lienisch Ortsnanen in Griechenland, and all the 19th
9 10entury travelrs and geographers I have been able to find v^iio disciiss the site

®Poll it Yfith an alpha, thus iTTofiCV) , I have adopted the second usage,
^ich seems to me to be the correct, or perhaps more accurately, t'le older spell
ing.

T n 1844 Le Has states, vrithout reference or reason given in his text,

perhaps the name is a relic of the worship, during the Prankish domin-
••tion of

of 3t. Germain. This it seems to me must bo dismissed as a
C&S© o ® cessj_Yg French nationalism, for it is e:<treraelji unlikely that the

^ould countenance foreign worship or any remnant of it after a foreign

°nqueror had left the scene, and we have a most excellent example of this
I*©© ^^character trait in the frenzy and thoroughness displayed in pitching

•inarets after the departure of the Turks in the last century. There is
anoth er th eory that the town was named after an extremely pious monk who
i i ^ ere and was named Germanos . A quotation from I'Oth century traveler,
^i't ^ ^

' be construed to support this theory, and it is just possible
thi't a littl e sea port could be named af^ter a famous monk, if he v/ere famous
®Holi gl^ i f* Vi 1 •

' " ived long enough, if he gained enough notoriety, and if he were
gh p.rsonali-ty to make a solid and lastinv impression-oc

G
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on thr! minds of his contemporaries in that re{;ion and their descendants. However

it must not be overlooked that tiiere is little more than faith to support this

theory.

Some other: pos sible, even if rather rei.iote, explanations have occured to

ine, one of them being historical and the others philological. The historical

one posits a hypothetical landing at the site by some of IJorbsini's German

troops after l^orbsini and Koenigsmark took Corinth and before the armada made
13

Its way around the deXoponnese to attack Athens in 1687. This is unattested

far as I know. The philological tixeorios center around the Latin and It-

leanings for the words germanus (which in byzantine greek v/as

_Gormano. The former, when used as an adjective, can mean either pertaining

to^others and sisters or something gnnuine, real, or true. Indeed it would be
fetched to have a port v/ith such a name, but not impossible. The latter,

15Italian, can mean brother, but more interesting it can also mean a sort of

dick. It does not seem likely that ducks would light in such an open and

^^^helterod place as the Bay of Gerraano, but again it is possible and Italians
16have, at one time hunted the ducks there and thus named the place.

% personal inclination among all these possibilities is towards the

^®o^y that centers about the monk Germanos. It seems less beyond the realm
possibility that the others, but even it, unfortunetly, is nothing more than

^®ory built on very little.

®ince there can be no certainty about the time and cause of the change

'nomenclature for this site, perhaps it would be most suitable if, in dis-
^®®nng the byzantine remains, we would continue to use the ancient name, Ai-

£ Athena, about which there is no possible dispute.
®ne first of the byzantine monuments we shall discuss is the church in

*c^poXis of the town (see plan 1) known as the church of St. George (see
figs. II) ^

o 8^, It must be this church that Inwood means when he says, " I ®n-

Small Greek church in the hi{^est division of ihe city, the doors of
^^ich were

sli^tly closed, and within saw only the robes of the priest

M
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aiKi appurtenances for the service and for the afttendants, open to view, with some

beautiful shells of the feather or pinm apocios, each upward of two feet in

length, richly crimson coloured in the interior, taken probably in the adjoin

ing bay; the quiet ripple of whose waters under this beautiful climate,apparent

ly waiting to bring the surplies to the tovm, enhanced greatly the stillness

and interest of the scene." I was not as fortunate as Imvood in my visits to

"the church, for I never saw a soul in it or near it.

It is a simple church 11.15 meters in overall length and 4.43 meters in

*idth« The churdi itself is only 5.CB meters long and the narthex, an extremely
18modern addition, not more than fifty years old, makes up the rest of the length.

churdi is almost, but not quite, squarey in its form. I'he narthex is a crude
^•ffair covered with a wooden stick supported roof and having a combination earth

'̂ d stone floor. Its only attraction is the lovely view out of it s west door

"the olive groves of ihe valley down to the Gulf of Corinth. It is irregu-

in shape measuring (on the outside) 6.13 meters on the south side and 4.40

cin the north. The door leading from the narthex to the :(hurch proper

*85 meters wide and 1.77 meters hi^ and above it is a small arch.75 meters
^i^h set 4 -u ' "into the v/all. The interior of the church is smaller than one would

imagine frn
^ the outside, for the walls have what seems to me an uncommon

^lickness, usjuy ^bout .75 meters, but about twice that at the western end of
dburch. The interior of the church is in the form of a cross in a square

with
square formed by the meeting of the aisle and transpept covered by a

dome siin 19
Pported by four arches and four pendontives. The west arch is 2.15 mtters

wide fv,' ® south 2.26 meters, the east 2.31 meters, and the north 2.27iaeters widoi
Ihe arche

®begin their upv^ard thrust 1.95 meters from the ground and are 3.23
'Voters at -t-Vi •?nneir highest point. The dome is peculiar in that it does not span

K
circumference, but is of a smaller circumference. The dome itself

not dir«^-i-i,
ly siapported by the arches and pendentives but by a circular up-

""''arci "tb list which rests on the arches. I could not measure the hei^t of the
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dome because I did not have adequate equipment. In Mis eastern end of the

hurch (in track of the iconostasis) there is a half dome forming the ap«e.which
i8 1.92 meters across its/western opening. The half dome is not as high as
the arches being only 3.03 meters from ground level. Alittle offcenter( pro-

hly because the northern length of the church is more than tie southern) ih

the apse is a window ,67 meters wide and ,84 meters h.i(^. There is another
ndow cut in ihe south wall v/hich seems to me to have been cut sometime after

41 ^e original builfling of the church in constrast to the window in the apse

^hich looks to be contemporary wi-th the first building 6f the church. There '
frescos covering most of ihe wall space in the interior of tiie church, ' ••'t
'f'Vi ^e appear to bo of a fairly recent date. Saints are on the walls, the

gin in the dome of the Apse and Christ Pantokrator in the dome of the church
itself.

it '
•. ;c'''

n the outside the church presentjrather pleasing proportions. The height

A in fig 5 is 3.30 meters from ground level while that marked B is 2.70
^etors T was unable to get the dome measurements. The dome is hi^ and has a

moulding at its top just below the eaves of the pleasantly pitched tile roof.
Xho diig is unusual and may date from some repair of the church, ^ Pf?OF|Lc

dome wore repaired this would also account for the interior

irangement of the dome. On the north side of the church( figs 7
®-n d 0 \ _ne can see brickwork that appears to be byzantine.

s church of St. George may he cofflpared to another churdi of St. George
fam.ii ij•i- to those who travel the main highv^ay between Athens and Thebes. It is
*hout 43 V--1 ometers from Athens and not/from the turn vAiich leads to Aigosthena.
Both chur'> ^

have high dome and similarly pitched roofs and have similar pro-
portioag ^ndos thinks that the church of St. George on the hi^way pro-

dates fron ioI2th century and the church of St. George in Aigosthena
from that time also. But it must be kept in mind that tfc is very

diff̂ cult to dati" 1 T , jsmall byzantine churches on nothing more than stylistic grcunds.
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and even one os expert as ^rlandos hesitates to cjoinmit himself any more spe-

eiflcally than to a certain

Inmediately to the east of the churdi of St. ieorge and built against the

cast wall of the acropolis of Ai^ostliena is a large two story L 8h|̂ od build-

-ag (see plans I, III, and IV, and figs. 9 to 13.) The overall length of the

building is 18.80 metersand the present width (at its widest point along the

northern wing) is 12.85 meters though there are indications that this northern

was<5ven longer. The west wall of room VI appears not to have been an end

^*11, but to have another room adjoining it. On the west side of this wail are

^^•aces of a vault and interior plastering. This plaster seems finer than the in

ferior plastering in the other rooms and one mi^t assume that this was the cis-

fcrn which has ncit disappeared. The east wall as shown in plans III and IV in

dicates the inside surface of the ancient east wall of the Acropolis so that tiio

width is not represented. Every room on t he ground floor is vaulted and

except room IV have windows, ^oom V, the largest room of all^has two windows.
r:ost important room appears to have been room IV for it had the highest and

.Widest door (fig. 11) being 1.10 meters wide and 2,00 meters high as sot against
a widih of .60 meters for the other doora along that will and a hei^t of 1.60

^ i'igs 9 and 10). It has its own vault." The other three rooms in its row Vrooms

il, and III) have one vault running north-south, and rooms Vand VI have one
^ault running east-v/ost. Rooms 1 to IV are 6.25 meters deep and each of them is

3.50 meters wide. The large room, V, is 8.70 meters long and 4.80 meters

d®* and room VI is 4,80 by 3.40 meters.
?1

The wralls are made of rough field stone with the intervals filled with

®*^ler stones and some bricks. Agreat deal of plaster was used to hold this
' V-lf

®^£i«»^ration together, tho much of the plaster has disappeared by now. Larger
ocka af stone »re put at the corner, but even ttiese are not of any considerable

®i. c* All the windows ana door ways are arched and the frames are cut from a
8 Of ^ Poros stone. These stones are carefully cut and the contrast they present



with the rest of the building in both style and color is not unploasing.

At the south end of-the building there is a stair case ( fig. 12) 1.60

meters wide, 2.80 meters in length and consisting of 11 steps leading to a

platform which extends to the wffst wall of the f<4cropclis. The second story

(Pl*n IV and figs 12 and 13) consists of three rooms (VII, VII, and IX), a

terrace,A, whose level is 3.50 meters above ground level, a tower, B, whose

4.30 meters above ground level and .80 meters above the leveL of

terrace A, and area G the roof of rooms Vand VI which is about 3.00 meters

ove ground level. The terrace. A, is 4.00 meters by 10.10 meters and it has

^e rooms leading on to it ( fig. 13). These three rooms are all 3.40 meters

d ®®P and of different widths, room VII being 2.80, VIII 3.20,and IX 3.40. Bach

then has its own vault running east—west und each has a windcjw cut in its

*st Wall, The stone vrork is exactly like that of t.e ground level except that

plaster is in better condition, perhaps because it has been redone some

subsequent to the original building^fig, 13), xhe doors are similar to
o a e m "cne ground floor and are about .60 meters by 1.65 meters in size.

Th« *rea B seems to have been some sort of a tower for it has walls .77

metcfg th' V
in contrast to the rest of the walls in ths building which are

*bout ,25
^®ters thick. Because of "ftie problem of support (there is no special

support und"^®r these tower walls in the ground floor) I do not think that the
^alig QQ,,-! j 1 f

have been mudi higher tharvtheir present hei^t, that is 1.05
nieters o rom the level of the tower and 1.85 from the level of the terrace which
is to -t-a

soutii of the tov/er. On the east and west faces of the J

"^*11 there a sort of crenelation, or perhaps it would more sim-

be called an indentati
Soiag down to the level of

to be nothi

on in the wall, I.15 meters wide and foweR iNvcwTAiTt^^N oN
\wt^r

the tower, that is 1.05 meters deep. Area C

ug more than the roof of rooms V and VI.

lb is this buildii

^^Uor angelehnt +ist ein venetianishe oder gar tuerkishes Gebaeude,

untt .u

ng Ludwig Salvator is spealcing about when he says," An

und Stallung, obon aber wo ein breit Terrasse



kleine RundbO|yenthuoron aufwoist, eitiom gebrechlidien Kalogoro als V.'ohnung

dient«" This makes it clear that for at least a while the building served

as a sort of hermitage (and perhaps for the very Germanos who left his name

to the valley and port which his abode overlooked), but it does net mean that

it was a monastery attached to the churdu of St. George which is about 10

f«et away from it. There do not seem to be enou^ rooms to serve as cells

monks if this v/ere really a monastery. The rooms on the upper level ini^t

serve, but those on the lower level seem to^large to be simply cells. Indeed

•the huge stone once used for cnishing olives (and perhaps still used in sea-

is now in room IV, though there were no signs of livestodk in any of the

°ther rooms. The size of the church of St. George is another argument against

ihe buildingbeing a monastery for if the church v^ere built to serve a mon

astic establishment it would sinrely have been larger and more elegant. There

no traces of any larger church ever having been built in the area either.

^^^11 another point is the presence of what appears to be a tower built within

ocnfines of -the building itself. It is true that many monasteries have

own, defense towers and arsenals, but they do not appear as a part ofjtho
building proper.

^ ® '̂®uld like to propose that this building was a small inner fort or
son bpiiding and idiat die church of St. George was attached to the

o*rrison rather than the building to the church. We shall see in a few moments

the Lcropolis of Aigosthena v;as occupied and fortified for at least a
>4 *

littl®T«hile during the middle ages and this may have been the combined

to

a nd headquarters for the garrison maning the fort. I should like

that rooms I, II, m, vil, VIII, and ix were barracks rooms for tiio

perhaps ti.'o officers upstairs and the men down, or perhaps those onSoldi

VI

were quartered on the upper levelj room IV was a common room or perhaps

room; room Vmade up the quarters of the garrison commander;and room
Was the headquarters room itaelf. Perhaps the weakest point in this argu-

is the tower foT* -s-p *x.
' ixr It were actually that and served as a strong hold

T 'I

i

t'-,

VJ' '
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Or watch tower, the builders ir.ust have been blind to the advantages and uses of

the strong and well preserved 4ncient tower at the southeast anrner ofihe acro

polis, for it was ^nd still is the strongest point in the whole valley. If area

Bwere not a tower it migjit have been used sin.ply as a higher terrace, a little

protected by the walls but still affording a good view down to the sea#

7/hatever the use of the individual rooms I believe that this building was

^ military establishment. The diurch was attached to it, and,as such, would not

need to be very large. It would be only vhen the tovm was in danger and "the whole

population had to go to the acropolis that the churdi would be overcrowded.

is difficult to date this building for it is only the cut stone in the

door and window frames that offers any clue, and I have nothing to correspond

•to the sort of lintel block shown in fig. 9, a single block arched on its

lo'wer side and v/ith straight lines on its upper side. If I were to put forward

* S^eas I v/ould say that they were "Venetian^and thus agree wilh Ludwig Salvator.
the building is Venetian it would remove -the problem of the church, for if

clhurch is 12th eentury as I have said then it would pre-date the building

%hundreds of years.

Benson and salvator'̂ both mention the ruins of a byzantine church just a
^Ittle^o the southwest of "die acropolis, but I was unable to find anything at

in the vicinity. There was a brick wall, but it was unintelligible to me.

kVhen one walks about the circuit of the ancient walls of Aigosthena It is
\,

Mediately evident to what extent these walls were utilized in the middle ages.

ong walls running dcrwn to the sea ( see plan l) appear nevsr to have been

pouched since they first fell into disrepair. The walls along the north are
well preserved, but those along ihe south are almost completely gone.

Tk <8 may be due to the stream that runs dovm that side of the valley -

oould have undennined the fecundations of the south wall. Tlie walls that en-

le the aoropolis show extensive repairs (see figs. 14 and 15), and it
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can be said with some asBuranco that the acropolis was the only fortified area

in medieval times. It is difficult if not impossible to say who it was who re

paired the walls, but one can be fairly sure that it was not the Turks, first

of all because of the building on the acropolis which is certainly prior to

•^t^e turkish conquest and secondly because of the lack of the huge amount of

niortar usually used by the Turks in their fortifications. Because of the

height of the walls and the absence of any/trace of moats or counter scarps

One can bo reasonably sure that the walls were repaired before the use of
ft

the cannon came into general use. The trails in their repaired sections are

Bomewhat similar in appearance to the walls in ihe Castle of the Villehar-

douin at I^istra? This could moan that they were eiiher early Frsnkish in con-
2 6

struction or late byzantine for the two style do not differ greatly. It would

^°t h^ve been impressible for the Franks in their sweep down throu£^ Greece in

^^•te 1204 and 1205 to ha.ve taken the town and repaired the walls, though there

^0 documentary evidence for this.

A-bout half v/ay betv/een the acropolis and the sea close to -tiie north walls
(plan I) one sees the ruins of the church of the Virgin (plan Vand figs. 16

and within the ruins the small byzantine church of St. Anna (Plans V and

church of the Virgin is in astate of consider^able ruin and one sees <^/
y the whole of the north wall ( 17 and 18), most of the east wall'

(^igs is east wall (figs 20 and 21), part of the
^bh wall and the walls of the small room in the northeast corner of the,

'̂ ^h. church was very large, 24.50 meters along its north wall, which

broken only for a door 2.80 meters wide, 11.22 meters from the east wall
^be church. The inside width of the church is 18.35 meters and the apse

^res 4,95 meters across its western opening. The west wall of the small

^the walls of which bind in with the main walls 6f the church) meas —
ureg 2 On ,

•o/' meters and the south wall 6.20 meters. The walls of this room are
• 5 ^ ^ t ^ers thick vdille those of the outside walls are Just a little thicker.

:i(
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•60 meters. The vr&lls are cor.posed of rou^h field stones £aid into cement i j

and relieved by rows of bricks ( figs 17, 18, and 19), This nasoi^ry looks . '

like good '5th century masonsry. The corners are made up of large blocks

measuring 1.05 by .50 by .55 meters. &»♦€ obviously come fronr. the ancient

wall of Aigosthena. These same large blocks are used in the foundations of

the building ^ visible on the south side). The highest preserved part of

the wall is at the northwest corner (fig. 18) vhere the hci^t is 1.65 me-

ters. I would assume that this church vrould be a basilica, but there is no . ;

sign of itji interior colonnade, mid the south wall of the small room is just

*hout v;here one would expect a colonnade to be.

Ih might be tliought that a basilica church of this size would serve a

population of somewhat generous proportions. it is possible the Stii

oentury After Christ that there vnsre many people living at Aigosthena, but

is not at all certain. ^Ve have too man;;'- examples of ecclesiastic archi

tectural ostentation in sir;all tovms today, when towns with no more than a

handful of inhabitants take it upon themselves to construct and worship in

^ ohurch that could comfortably house their number many times over, to be

"^tle to overlook this greek trait or to consider it simply, as a recent one.

There is a problem of identification concerning the chwvch of,^Virgin.

^ told by the inhabitants that this was the ruined church of the Virgin,
Le Ras and the IG say ti.e t an inscription was found in the lintel over the

^°or of the church of the "Virgin. The church refered to must be the one I call
ancient

Anna's for that does have an/inscription in its lintel and one more so de-

^*ced as to be illegible in ilie wall of the courtyard, in front of the church of
* Anna ( fig. 22). There is a possibility that Le Bas and the IG were mis-

and not seeing -the ruins of the church offths Virgin mistook the name

Siver^tx) -them for -the standing church. But this is e)(tremoly unlikely, llore pro-
*T)ly the little church was called the church of the Virgin in th«|l9th century

then for seme reason, the addition of an icon or some reputed miracle, the

changed to jjt. Anna's, it wo-a Id be very likely on the one hand that ahame wag

m
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oh'orch built among tlie ruins of an earlier church would have no name other than

the one that the previous church had.had. And on the oth r hand the "Virgin and

fit, Anna are so close to one another in popular conception that it would not

take any great shift in mental attitude if the patronage of a diurch were ,, ^

transferred from one to the other.

The diurch now called St. Anna's ( plan VI and figs. 22 to 27) is a small

Byzantine church set within the ruins of the church of the Virgin ( fig* 21

shows the north side of the apse in relation to the apse of the ruined church.)

It is 6.71 meters in overall length and 3.81 wide at its west wall, but 5.39

^«tsrs vride at the transept. The ends of tie transept extend .79 meters bo-

yoiid the north and south walls. There are windows in the apse ( fig* 26)

•Mid iu the south transept (fig* 25*) Each of ih e windows in ihe apse measures

•10 meters across and .26 meters high, and the interval between them is an-^
'V\

°^her ,10 meters. The window in "the south traj^sept is *60 meters wide, .70 in
'̂ ®l6ht at its edges and .75 meters at its center. Both of these windows

appear to be cohtomp^irary with t he building of the church. The church is

low into the ground ( fig* 26 shows the apse windows very close to "the

®*terior graj nd level) and the exterior ground level is about .50 meters

gher than the interior. For exterior heights see fig. 25. Heij;^t A is 1.85

^•ters, B meters, C2.48 meters, D1.74 meters, ard B1*92 meters. I was
Enable to measure the hei^t of tie dome. The dome is not as high as the dome

4\

the church of St. George and little simpler in its construction in that it
A

not have the rroulding about the top. Thei^e are windows cut into the east

north sides of the dome, and they appear to postctite the original build-

of -the church. In the main this church does not have as pis asing an as-

P®ot as the ciiiirch of fit. George does. One can see from the photographs (figS'
"to 27)that recent repairs have been made on the church. It has been some

•Uj

ni® since 1949 when figs. 26 and 27 were taken. Since then a now wall has

^ built around the court yard in front of the church. It was then that a
8aic was discovered in the floor of the basilica and it is said that a

man
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cam® from Athens to examine it. I could not find any trace of the mosaic, but

it has probably been covered over.

The entrancedoor of ohe church is 1.C8 meters wide and 1.79 meters high.

The interior of the diurch is what Crlandos,,calls three-apsed. Thickness of tiie

walls in the church is .55 meters. The overall interior length from "the door to

the apse in the east wall is 5.28 meters. The interior west wall is 2.31 meters

long and the walls running from the west v/all to the central area under the

dome are each 1.16 meters long. The transept is 2.13 meters wide on the south

side and 2.07 meters wide on the north. The elevations for the south apse are

®'S follows; from ground level to bottom of the window 1.41 meters, the v/indow

1® .71 meters high (its width is .59 meters), from ground level to the top of

arch is 3.98 meters and from ground level to tdie beginning of the upward

^J^ust of the arch is 1.99 meters. The radius of the apse measures 1.21 meters.

The arched area between the dome and ths east apse is 1.17 meters deep and 2.36

^«ters deep 3^30 meters from ground level or .68 meters less than the

^®i^t of ihe south apse. The east apse is 1.66 meters across its west opening
.82 meters deep while its semi-dome is 2.70 meters above ground level, so

it ^gain is about .60 meters less than the arch immediately to the west of
it fp-

diagonal measurements across the area covered by the dome are these:

northeast corner to the southwest corner it is 3.07 gieters and from
"Bn® southeast corner to the northwest it is 3.35 meters. Between the top of

arches and pendentlves and the bottom of the dome there is a band .31

®'®'terg Yride which goes all the way around the bottom cirumference of the dome
1© ^a clear space between it and its supports. I was unable to get dome

but relatively speaking it was higher and had a larger diameter

lu the interior dome in the church of st. George on "the acropolis.

According to Orlandos^this sort of church, that is a single aisled, throe
Curoh whoso exterior transept walls are rectangular is very rare and he

able to find only two examples in Greece, orS? in Crete ne^r the town of
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Rethyr.non and the other in the town of Vineni near the lake of Presp* in

western Llacedcnia. I could not find definite dates for either of these churches

»nd Orlandos himself says that sini^le aisled, three" apsed churches, "... vKa.r«. ^ ^

' ' ' 31<no;(^^)r one church, hoY/ever, published by Orlandos which, though

it is not exactly like the church of 3t. Anna, is similar enough in pro

portions and construction to hazard a comparison. This is the church of St.
»

John Elaionos , a district near Athens, and also "the greek name

for the mount of Olives.) It has truncated transept ends raiiier than rect

angular and has an additional window^ in its|north apse. Its dome is a little
lo//er and broader that St. Anna's and its transepts extend further out be

yond th> main north and south walls of the church further than St. Anna's do.

. Orlandos dates this church in the 14th dr 15th century. Since the above men^-

tioned difference between the!two churches make one think that St. John-'s is

Slightly later in date I would say that the ciiurch of St. ^^nna would date
^fom the late 13th or early 14th century. This date would coincide with the

of at least one of the other churches of this type, that of St. Maria at

^i^giana near Hethionnon in Crete, r^or, though no definite date is given^I pre-
®^me tha.t since it is included in a work on Venetian antiquities in Crete the

*^thor thinks it dates from the Venetian period. Venice gained possession of
O^ete in 1212 and did not lose it until 16o9.'

The final church to be discussed in this paper is the church of St.

Nicholas a little to the south of the streambed and right on the seashore

plans I and VII. and figs. 2 and 28 to 33.) The church in not at all
""^pleasing in aspect and is perhaps, because of its setting near iixe^ea, the
P^«ttiest church at Aigosthena. It is vhat Orlandos calls a one aisled basil-

type church. Its overall measurements, not including the front porch, are

meters in length and 4.65 meters in wid^. The porch at the west end of the
U1.2B 30uth «ndV l-°5 th. north, .nd oqu.l In l.ngth

v/i til the
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width of the church, but it becomes .23 mete-s nJirrower 3.68 meters from its

south end. The porch is .9C meters ebove the ground level. A windw is sit

uated on the south side of the diurch 4.32 meters from the west end of tiie

south wall. The window is oSO meters wide, .79 meters high and .90 meters a-

bove ground level. The window in tbe apse is .10 meters wide, .40 meters high

*nd 1,25 meters from the gro ;nd level. The east wall of the church has the

'̂ollov^ing horizontal measurenents{ from south en<^f v/all to beginning of apse,

distance A in fig.28, 1,06 meters; distance D in fig.28, along south side of

*P®®, .85 meters; distance G, east side of apse, 1.20 meters; along north side

apso,- distance F in fig. 29, .82 meters; and from apse to north end of the

distance fig. 29, 1.18 meters. The vertical distances as marked in

30 are the fol]{R^ing: A, 2.00 meters; B,1.05 meters; and G, .35 meters.
The Vertical distance on the north side of the church are marked according to

29 :A, 2.60 meters; B, 2.95 meters; C, 3.65 meters; D, 3.79 meters; and S,
2 ^

nieters. The horizontal distances are these; from line A to B, 1.00 meters;

B to C, that is to the oast side of the dome 1.33 meters; from 0 to D,

is the width of one segment of the dome, 1,80 meters;and from D to E, to

«nd of the church 3,79 meters. The dome is octagonal with narrow windows

in the east and west faces. It is low and low pitched and fairly wide in

^'^Parison to the other churches at the site.

The porch on the west side of the church is reached by two steps at its

^•'orth end. The hei^t of the church from the porch to the roof marked Ain fig»
33 ' •

2,36 meters . The entrance from the porch to the vaulted narthex is by a
do 2,00 meters from the south corner of the west wall. The door itself is

pi ty

deters wide and 1.73 meters high. The narthex is 2,03 meters by 3,60 meters.
i't Vi •» pokble floor and a vaulted mailing. Th© vault is 2.47 meters at its
^ighi®st point and its thrust begins at 1.85 meters. The walls of the narthex
bi ^^th the walls of tlie church proper so they were built together. The door

the narthex and the diurdi proper is .78 meters wide on the narthex

n.

.a
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side and 1,12 nwtera on the church side while its hoij;;;ht is 1,64 neters all|the
through. This door is 1,37 neters distance fror. the north ymlII of the nar-

"thex and ,96 meters from the north wall of -Uie church, so it can be seen that

the walls of the church are slightly thicker than the walls of the narthex.

The interior of the church is a simple one aisled basilica in style. l'here« I

another slight thickening of the v/alls just to the rear of the iconstasis
A j

(•30 meters on each side). Avery large and fairly higji dome covers the vdiole /|1

Central part of the church, ^he diagonal measurements of this central part are

these; from, northeast to southwest 4.59 meters and from southeast to north-

'•'"est 4.51 meters. The four sides of the area under the dome measure 3.20 me-

tcrg on the west, 3,23 meters on the south, 3,25 meters on the oast, and 3,24
1

^tsrs on the north. In the south wall there is a window 1.16 meters from the ^

®*®t end of that v.-all. The window is ,34 meters wide, .98 meters high,and

'̂ 3 meters above ground level. The dome is supported by filled in arches set

^hto jiorth, west and south walls, and a real arch on the east side. These filled in

*^ches begin their thrust 1,72 meters abo';e ground level and reach their high-

point at 3,26 meters. There is a free band .24 meters wide belov; the dome

above the arches and pendentives. The arch on the east is 1,39 meters deep
^3-4^. CowJ

it begins its thrust 2.CO metorsj^and reaches its high point at 3.02 meters
Ih, half dome formed by the apse is 2.57 meters from the ground at its highest

and it is 1,47 meters across its western opening. The windw in the apse

Widens as it comes towards the inside and though it is only .10 meters on the
^dtaido^ its width is ,57 meters on the inside.

This sort of church is a oonirnon enough type^ One can tell by looking at it

it is not a byzantine church mostly b ecause of it low broad dome. The typo

a popular in Greece during the period of Turkish domination, and there are
examples of this simple type of basilica in Athens and its vicinity. So-

published many euch churches in the^vr|>cT'K|>/flrv Athens and most of them
^e dates to the

period of Turkish rule, Orlandos has published many such churches



17

34r f ' 34
also knd it was in his volur« of thrAroc^/rr- that the church that

to me to come closest to St. Wicholas at Ai^osthena was found. It is another

church of St. Nicholas in Patisia on Kolokythos St. in the fields of Thomas

Gkiza, It is similar in many ways, almost all ways oxo|^ that its dome is . i

round rather than octagonal. Orlandos dates it to the IStli or 17th century.

I would say that St. Nicholas at AiG°sthena could be given a like date.

In conclusion vio can just outline wha.t we have inferred abcxit the history

Aigosthena in t\t middle ages. It had a large and seemingly well built

'̂•Silica in the 5th or early 6th century. At some time this basilica v^as des"

^"^oyed. fie think that in the late 13th or 14th century the church of St. Anna

^ss built within the ruins of the basilica. It is not likely that the basilica

^as destroyed much before the church of St. Anna was built for it would be

^°htrary to tradition to leave a sanctified spot without some sort of holy

®^^^lcefor too long a time. Vie know the ancient walls were repaired and they

as if they might have been repaired either in late byzantine tires or

the early period of the prankish rule in Greece. ^Ve also think that the
.^hrch on the acropolis was built sometime in the 12th century. Hight we not

all of these assumptions together and deduce an "assumed history for part
of*

middle ages? Could we not say that in period of unrest, decentralization,
fv

at timss^ear anarchy in the Byzantine hmpire in the 12th century before the
^^^fth Crusade that the citizens of Aigosthena;^epaired the ancient walls within
^^ich they lived and set about to defend themselves? Then 'could we not say that
4.V

®acropolig was stormed and tal^en by the Franks -i* during their y®ar long

®ioge of Acrocorinth ( 1205-1210 ), and that in that taking the ^asilica was
^®stroye(i^ only to have its place taken by a new and smaller church vfithin a
«ntury? The^wculd it not be possible that the Fr»-nks themselves repaired -tdi®

*ge they had done to the walls and settled dovm there only to sell out to
tile rVenetians who would always apprecit-te another port and another fort defend-
Ivi port? VVhether the Venetians thought the place v/orth defending against the

seens

'k1
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Turks is « r.oot point, and we need not dioouss it here since Ihere appears to be

no evidence one v/ay or the other. Life went on in Turkish times, tut not at

too fast a pace, for, though a new church could be built in the loth or 17 H

century, by the beginning of the 19th century there were few if any inhab

itants living regulai'ly at Aigosthena, The people who are there iicw are of

Albania.n stock, probably descendants of those Albanians vdio had come to Greece
35in the I7th century, and it is likely that the Albanians brought the new mmo

36
the place.

nr. ;•'! no

Those conclusions may be accepted or not, but 1114:11(5 li^t of the evidence

offered in this paper they must at least be considered. ' d'JtaiJ.S
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addendum

In the autumn of 195^ a few months after this paper was
written, Professor A, Orlandos began a systematic excavation
of the ruined basilica which is described and measured in this
paper (pp, 10-11 and plan V).

Although the results of this excavation have not been
published, a cursory examination of the remains shows that the
basilica had a broad nave with two aisles on either side. The
floors show evidence of mosaics, especially in the narthex.
The area of the sanctuary (templum) is more difficult for ^be
layman to appreciate owing to the presence of the later Byzantine
church. One can note, however, that Professor Orlandos seems
to have recovered some fragments of the members of ^"ancei
screen. Adjoining the church on the south is a small baptistry
in a relatively-good state of preservation. The main details
of the font can be easily recognized. Slightly east of tne
baptistry, with a different orientation, are the remains oi
what must be an earlier building. One wall is preserved to a
height of about a meter and appears to have on its inner lace
a series of plaster panels of different colors. Whether tne
basilica had an atrium or not was difficult to ascertain,
although there seemed to be some foundations running westwara
from the narthex,

In the course of this excavation Professor Orlandos has
removed the enclosure wall of the Byzantine "Church whic
so prominent in Plate 6, Figa22« In addition, he has c
mch of the plaster and whitewash from the exterior waiis oi
the Byzantine church, thus exposing some of the original
brickwork. This shows the relieving arch over the entrance
to great advantage.

C.W.J.E.
Feb. 15, 1955
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I vmnt to express mj'' cratitud® to the people who have helped ne with

this paper. I v;ant to thank I'iss LI. Alison Frantz for her s;t.Tr.pathetio attention

v/hen I told her about ry project and her advice and photographic aid. I.!r.

^^ugene Vanderpool, vrf~.o first suggested the oroject to rnCj-ARS alv/ays ready to

listen to me and offer suggestions. I'i ss Claireve Grandjouan was another

reatjy auditor v/ho v;a.s generous with her time and advice. I ovw a great debt

to Lliss Gloria S. Livermore who took time out fror. her own work to accompany

roe to Aigosthena and help me take more accurate measlit erne uts tlw^ I could "^ / ^
"^*^6 alone. She was unstinting of her time in Athens also and gave me in- |
^*luable aid in making the plans wAiich accompany this paper. IJy many thanks

}

to these and tb,others for their kindness and sympathy.

!♦ This figure comes from 3enson, E.F., ''Aegosthena." ilournal of Hellenic
Studies^ XV (1895), pp. ^514 - 324

Forchhammer, P.Vf.,Halkonia—7/anderung an den Ufer des Halkyonisches
Lleeres. Berlin, 1857. p. 15

Salv&tor, Erzherzog Ludwig, Eine Spazierfahrt in Golfe von
Korinth. Prague, 1876. pp 124-132. The book includes dravri.ngs
of -the ancient vmlls of Aigosthena and one drav/ing of tie church
of St. i>iichols.s. Salvator also comments on the flora of the
area, and is struck by a very old Junip-r tree that grevr near
the church of St. Nicholas.

iienson, op. cit. p. 324

It is spelled in latin characters, Yermenos,on sheet 1.9 Khalkis

This information comes from iBr. Eugene Vanderpool. I have not seen
it myself.

Ac fiv>.or>r piV Vmma , 12
Athens, 1927, under ^ i

^ , 24 volumes, Athens

1926, under

19
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Kahane, Heinrich und Renee, Ital ionische Ortsnanen in ^rlechenland,
Athens, 1940. p. 181. Unfortuna'Ay this excellent .'•ookf says nothing
about Porto G«mano than, "Bucht, das alte Aigosthena." There is no
mention of Porto Gormano in Georgacas, Denetrius J.,"Italian Placef
nire s in Greece and Placenanes fron Italian l>oan Words" in the
Beitrege zur Nancnforschung—Erster Jahrgang, 1959 Heft 2 :pp 149-
170 which supplements Kahane.

Inwood, Henrj'- /iilliam. The Erechtheion at Athens, Fragments of
A'hl'lftmfln AynVi^fl fl AYi A4-+- T LCc^SirH Ulld

a ^ » — - - ^ ^ ^

Atlienian Architecture and a Few Remains in Attica, PI
Epirus, London, 1831. p. 46 ff. and plate XXXVIII.
Leake, 'JVilliam M. Travels in Northern Greece, vol. II, London
1835, pp 405-407.
Le Bas,I,T., "Voj'-ages et Recherches Archeologiques en Gr^ce et en
Asie plineure" in Revue Archeologique, I, 1844. pp 168-175.
Ross, Ludv/ig, Archaeologische Aufsetze. Erst Sarnn^lung. Leipzig,
1855, pp236 f.
Forchharmer, op. cit.
Salvator, op. cit.
Benson, op. cit.
Frazer, J.G., Commentary to Pausanias's Description of Greece, vol.
II,-London, 1898, pp453f.

10* Dursian,C., Geographie von Griochenland, Leipzig, 1862, p. 232

n, Le Bjts, bp, oit. p. 168

^2. See'page-7 f.- . L •-*' "r"*'-- fj;. ' • i .
9 ^ • *

^3. Finlay, George, Kistorj'' of Greece from 3.0. 146 to A.D. 1864,
• Vol V, pp 180-192.

^4. Sophocles, E*A., Greek Lexicon of the Roman and Bj'zantine Per
iods, New York, 1887.

Llillhosmse, John, NuOvo Dizionario Italiano ed Inglese, Vol II,
Milan, 1892.

16. There is one other possibility. I have looked up the vrord • P-
germadha in an albanian dictionary' G., Etymologische
Vfoerterbuch der Albanesischen Sprache, Strassburg, 1891.)
and I find tha.t it means ruins. It is'just possible that v/hen
Albanians came to site they game it this name and in the
hellenization of the R«me it became Porto Germano rather than
*Tort of the Ruins."

17. Inwood, op. cit. p.47.

18. Most of the
and -f-Vi T ' 3 in this paper -were made vdien Ivas alone,
that accurate as I could be I would not doubt buts^e of the measurenents were not absolute. Some of

measurements, thou^i, may be due to the
these small^chu^*h^*^ or bad vforkmanship that went into building

the transept ®oP "the square formed by the meeting of*•0 the aisle are -thdse ; from northeast to south-

otWcir

S^rnssism
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vnst 3,32 metftrs and fron suvith-:itst to nprthv^est 3.27 rsters.

20, Orlandos, A*,* QL|& yC/iv" Su^\rTv.vurr AA \rA^^C i
^ Yoi V, 1939-40, p. llSff,

Anofntr article by Orlandos in the sane publication, Vol II, 1936,
fascicle 1, January to June, pp 57-69 and in particular figure 3 on
page 60 offers a r-ood ccriparison for thenoulding on the dorne of
the church.

21. The upper floor of this building is about one r.ster deeper (that is
in its oast-v/est me asur erent) than the ground floor. This is so be
cause both stories have tie east v;all of the acropolis as their
east wall. The ground floor is backed by the ancient v/all, but the
upper story is back oy a repair wi^ich is one meter less in its
thickness than ancient v/ti11,

22, S^jfiE^otor, op, cit, p. 126.

23, I vfas not al^le to find aother lintel exactly like these, but
there are some close parallels to be found in ^mdrews, Kevin,
Cpstles of the 'iyrea, Princeton, 1953, especially pag® 220 and
page 94 figures 101 and 102.

24:. Benson, op. cit. p. 319
Salvator, op. cit. p. 130

25, Andrews, Kevin, op, cit.page 11151, figure 185,

26, Ibid, page 223 f, and figures 122, 123, 126.

2T. Le Bas, op, cit. p, 169
IG, Volume Vii, Inscriptiones Megaridis et Boeotiae, ed. Ditten-
berger, Berlin, 1392, no, 207,

Orlandos, A. op. cit, Vol I 1935, p. 112, in a study of single aisled
three apsed churches pp. T03 - 12Q.

29. Ibid,,, p, 114, figure 10.
Gerola,Guiseppe, Monumenti Voneti Nell*isola -di Greta, Vol. II,
Venice, 1908, p, 216, figure 198 is a plan of St. Maria's at
Kyrgiana (Kjirghjana) near Rethymnon in Crete, discussion of the
church is on page 211 and note 1,

Orlandos, loc, cit, p« TTT, fig. 19.

Ibid, p, 110.

drlandos, A. ^A C\wjvaju>JK.

TT'TW* - TT£rT^^t^A4V*-
192^'^vx«jL Athens, 1933, page 146, figures 191,
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34.

35.

36.
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Soutiriou, '"reov '̂S and Kourouniotis, K», €.ir^ €f jir
(X«.urY-v.VAM/V -yo]^ (jtS-^ruJT , fascicle 2, Athens
1929, pag«s 9G ^0 1C5.

Orlandos, op. cit. page 140, figures 182 and 184.

Finlay, op. cit, Vol p. 118.

See note 16 above. I have come to "biink more of this possibility
as I have thouj^t about it. It is far from sure, but it is also
extremely possible, or so it seems to me. Accordin* to Firilay, Vol
IV, page" 30 ff., in the 19th century all^f Attica and the liegarid
population v/as Albanian except for the two chief cities.
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