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Ostrakophilologia

Wnen the Athenian citizen scratched thé@ name of his political enemy on a
potsherd, he was, although unaware ot it, a phonetician recording many facts
useful to the linguist not only in working out historical linguistics but also
in discovering what the language the-language was like in the voters day and
in approximating the sounds represented by the letters long after the noise of
the political fray had faded. Of course the voter was often illiterate and ignorant
so that there is the danger of interpreting someone's ignorance or whim as a
linguistic Phenomenon.~a§§§£§§g%it is not necessary to be ignorant in order
to make mistakes, Mistakes are quite easily recognized,and a glance & the
list of variant spellings will find meny typical errors which we still make
today, The voters ommitted letters 1; they made accusatives agree with nominatives? s
they reversed lettersss for some the task of writing was so difficult that they
gave up éi'the more famous example is the writer of the Aristeides ostrakan who
finally asked for help5; if the writers of the ostraka numbers P6922 and 6127
intended a genitive case and not a nominative ( they wrote APISTE IAE7 AVEIMATOS ),
then they were confused about the case endings. Very often, however, the mistakes
give us hints about pronunciation especially when the voters confused sounds that
were alike.

In view of the fact that the linguist is forced to take & single instance
anfl work from that(ﬁ:Zi—;;/Z;e timq& the ostraka are extremely valuable because
of their 4&33%3%&2 There are enough examples to indicate how far certain

linguistic processes had advanceq>and how much they pervaded the language of the

day go that we may gain from the ostraka a fair idea of standard usage. Then to0

P — | —— G

1. p5004,13319, 15461, 15578, 15614, 3648, 9960, 14681, 15805, 15839,, 17665,
17953, 18621, 5977, 9974, 17628, 18185,12191, 6108 etc,

2. P15464, 16872,

% P2232; 5, P5926



the ostraka are informal. We %k%ﬂﬁ not expect them to contain instances

v
of archaizing or to retain archaic forms such as are find in legal formulas

( AXAbALA¢ £6F perhaps we é;ﬁigikazs;te allow for a few purists who might

have attended the ostraaﬁéﬁgy; and they reflect quite spontaneouily and
unconsciously the language of the day as it was spoken. Of great importance
also is the fact that the ostraka can be dated reasonably accurately; and
although linguistic processes extendé over widely varying and quite unpredic-

table periods, it is helpful to be able to see that in such and such a period
K ‘ .w:'rl.w k.l‘—l‘

this phenomenon was not found or did exist. The material thwt this paper e

will deal Witk comes largely from the years 490 - 480 B.C. The plan here is

to review the evidence for that period on gemination, the aspirates, the vowel

system, certain declensions, and to sunmarize the evidence for the pronunciation

of Attic of the second decade of the fifth centurye The list of variants reveals

yer
that there are questions of etymology and linguistics that I have not,touched

upon e, Also, I have not used the fact that there is well-dated material to

make any observationson rate of linguistic changee
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Evidence on Genination for the years 490 = 480 B.C.
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Gemination
Introduction:

In Attic writing Wwhetds preserved on stone and on vases from the seventh

and sixth centuries before Christ, doubled consonants are not indicated either

when historically expected in a word or at word divisions, so that in
the Attic decree concerning Sa_lamisl,odated at the end of the iixth century,
KASA Wl and 8AMR represent La@szadi.. and Lo ru\')-) respectively.
Not that there were in those centuries no lengthened consonants which

were pronounced; on the contrary, the phenomenon is graphice

Doubled or lengthened consonants arose in Attic in different ways:

Many are found in onomatopoetic words of Indo-European origin such

as arra, 7 onimA, ﬂaTTaP:’f: W 3 often in loan words from foreign

/
1anguages VapWi6eos, vcc\rfuap:s o The greatest number, however) result from

assimilation in early Greek of one phonetic element to a contiguous phonetic

I
element so that -pr- 'A‘L]"I"’ -vv- may come from *ar # 2l % M oksn gopfT from "pé&;

el x i %y ;.no--ru-—/w,w- from *m *nd *nwm , In th8 case of continuants,

especially liquids, nasals, and 8 Ddoubléd letters often arose as a resilt

of syllabification; that is) single consonants were heard at the end of one

8yllable as well &s at the beginning of the next and thus came to be

wWritten twice.
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By the end of the sixth century, double consonants began to be represented
in Writing7and by classical times were consistently represented until the
third century when they were simplified. The simplification probably re-

flected a change in pronunciation from the long to the short consonant.

Evidence of the ostraka:

Inscriptional evidence on genination is scattered and in many cases only
on Ths 0TWeR hand,
approximately datede The ostrakﬁAfurnish a large number of examples that

bear on gemination and that are well dated. The great quantity from the

years 490 - 480 B,C. well illustrate how far the practige of writing doubled

Or lengthened consonants had advanced by this early datede of the fifth century.
A glance at the above tabulation shows that by this time, the long conscnants
Wwere quite consistently rqpresented; the pronunciation was coming t# be more and

more reflected 1n writinge The number of occurrences of the single letter for

1 )}uveal. a
the double is quite large. Many cases, firmly and neatly written; seem to

7 Fwtcltweu\ TowuRp s

9 conservatism in writing. Since the writers seem in these cases to have

Written with assurance and not in confusion,and since the number is quite

large, we may conclude that the old method of designating the long con-

Sonant with only one letter was still being employed although going out

°f use, fTne writers of ostreka numbers P 17291 (Hippocrates Alkmeonidou}

ang # 4692 (Xanthippous ﬁ??iphrOnos) had doubls in thﬂg& minds as to how
many pj g and'%ho’s to usq,and after writing with the single letters,
changed their minds and later jnserted, the one a pi in Hippokrates’ the

other g rho in %;riphronos. Though the more frequent[h-nao more standam@

usage wag to designate the long consonant with two letters, the other

designation by omne letter which began to be replaced at the end of the

Sixth century was occasionally employede

blnAPf0$ # P5287, P4795, P2776

hinowpAtes = P5299
hmbs(,aar@ po242, P154%7, P12195, P15606;

0*Awpqmﬂéo)



Teken individually, the names which appear in the tabulation above raise
some points which should be noticeds The origin of the long pi in 17 mOS
is obscure because the history of the word has not been satisfactorily
explained 10 If the word is to be connected with Latin equus and Sanskrit

agva= , the double pi in Greek would originate from the assimilation of two

2]
phonetic elements: the IE *ﬁw angi—-ﬁmproto-(}reek * {KUOS . The word,

however, ray be a foreign loan worde

SinCe the name Appuqo“’ appears in literary sources and in later inscriptions
with one rho, one would expect that in this early decade that the name would
appear likewise with ome rho. In eight times out of ten, however, the name
i 2 . g 2 .

8 written with two rho's and in one case gFP occurs in metre where a long

syllable jis required, f8f Al £ so that from this one would suppose that

the name originally contained a lengthened rho which later became shortened.
Here ig strong evidence in support of Dittenberger's suggestion (made with

lessg evidence before him) 2 that the name is derived 9_93 from ,AI’“ Ce P‘)* ¢>/0w v

G, ) . .
but from 'APT’\VC.”P(;W In later occurrances the mame is spelled with one rho

SO that the origin was obscured. The shortening of the rho may have occurered

through the effects of popular etymology which connected the name with apt—
((.Pk-) ‘”Bich is so common in the epyicso

¢ j i’ ‘ ] LS

The d°ubling found in the forms e 1 f 67005 i, "Iff_léravu/uo ~indicates

the way in which the writers divided their syllables as they wrote. Further

instanceg of the effect of syllabic division in producing the doubled continuant
/
are the gpe1lings Qér,;\cerowc\_es BC]“"“@DMCS/ A jpite € et &'5 /QIDIGGI’OV/W?.

The Writing of the double sigma before voiceless consonants is a phenomenon

e,

1, Fo énioné cf. Schwyzer p 301,
: r a summary of OP ni
3. Plegys or. AJMLI) 1948, 541 ff.

* Ditt, gy11. # 27 nfe



which is well# known in Attic although none of the examples gathered by Hermann
are as e#rly as thesel. Although the best suggestion seems to be that this
doubling was the effect of syllabic divisionm, Sturtewant has suggested the
possibility that the double sigma is jntended to distinguish the sigma pronounced

gdfrom the voiced s (i.e. z ) before the voived consonants fgand/a) e Since the

only other evidence for the pronunciation of E.before voiced consonants as
z does mot occur until the middle of the fourth century(when zeta does begin

to replace sigma in this position), Sturtevant's suggestion probably should
; ' ‘ requir N
be rejected kmemmz®x in view of the fact that it ;nggnfes the pronunciation

very
of sigma as E.(before voiced consonants) &t & mEERXX® early date. He has also

Proposed the possibility that the sigme in this position, before the unvoiced

consonant, might be stronger and that the double sigma was written to express

IB@KAZ: -~ Tomeés
ivd bes ,’APnrovJ/uo .

which ihdicate that in this position the sigma may have been obscured in rapid

this, This seems to be contradicted by the spellings é%;

Pronunciation.

In the case of the demotic é?fed}téﬁ (these are the egrliest and most
frequent occurrances of the name), the largest number appear spelled with
one rho. In view of the fact that the indication of length®&ned consonants
byAthe double letter is what is now expected at this period, one could infer
from this that the single rho is expected historically (etymologically) and
that tpe double rho arose, not historicallybbut in some other way, probably
through syllabification (i.e. the continuant was heard at the end of one
syllable and at the beginning of the mext, hence written twice)s. This

variation between one and two rho's continueS-oq into imperial times 5.

e

le of. Silbenbildimg, pp 117 ff.

2, of, Pronunciation of Latin and Greek 88,

3 cfo Lademann, page 129,



In agreement with Arittotle's discussion in the Constitution of Athens 1
"‘”I"’G”(f que.r, 3¢ Tov 37/wwv Tous juav A3 Tdv
T B , oos de 25 Towv Kufuvnux/\. o3

we can suggest the derivation as Q?c&r*\or o The word ?%a}»is_a heteroclite,
S0 that the tau of the Attic dmxiemximm stem need not appearz.

The form qbpe&flquos appears nine times. This is the first time that this
spelling with the aspirate eaccurs. The conditions of its occurrance are
unique as wellf ; The aspirate written after initial rho is known and the
aspirate (in Attic of the fifth century) occurs in composite word such
as C—élﬁorKov , TLap héd P e, Echodoy @-“‘f“"@”"l""‘"‘ )where the two elements
are quite distinguiShableS; but this form belongs to neither catagory.
Keeping in mind that,by this time, the word was being written (hence probably
Pronounced) with a double rho (although the single rho was as yet the most
Psed_fonn). the significance of thés spelling with the aspirate may be an
attgmpt to represent the gspirate which we learnbfrom grammarians4 was
pronounced after the second of two rho's that gccuqééd within a word between
vowels,and which is indicatedlin later times by batin loan words like
Tyrrhenus where h is written after double r. This spelling d?eapﬁtos nay

interpreted as
thmm Do khw saxkimxk direct evidence axakkakke for the pronunciation of
the agpirate with the second rho of two between wowels. It could be argued,

however that the second aspifate is due to assimilation.ﬁw;:-*he aspieare 1o @ .

1o 8.9
2s cf. Schwyzer P 519

3. Harodian 1.547.5 £.

Schol., Dion. Thre 143, 17=22,
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