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WHERE WAS THE MBETROON ON DELOS?

Perhaps the title of this paper is misleading: there was a
Metroon, a terple of the Mother'of the Gods, on Delos and we can locate
it with some certainty; the question is whether or not that Metroon
was also used for the storage of 'Public documents, as in Athenslo
This is a problem which has not been fully examined before and the evi-
dence seems to indicate that the temple and the archives were not housed
in the same building, as has been assumed. I have tried to collect all
evidence available which deals with the Mctrobn both as temple and as

archives. Most of this is epigraphical and, as such, is incomplete and
fragmentary. The architectural remains are of some help but rostly in a
negative way, as will be seen below.

The political history of Yelos is generally divided into three
periods: the first Athenian domination (? - 814), the period of inde-

2 2
pendence (314 - 167/6), the second Athenian domination (167/6 ~ 88)

1. I became interested in the Delian Metroon while studying the Hellen=-
istic Metroon in Athens., I should like to take this opportunity to
thank Mr. Homer Thompson, director of the Agora excavations, for his
kindness in discussing the Hellenistic #gora with me.

All dates in this paper are BsCo Certain abbreviations will be used:
DCA - P. Roussel, Délos, Colonie Athénienne, Paris, 1916,
CE - P. Roussel, Les Cultes Biyptiens a Delos, Paris, 1915-16.
Vallois - R. Vallols, LUArchitecture Hell®nique et Hell fnistique
8 Délos, I, Les Monuments, Paris, 1944,
Hesp., VI = H. Thompson, "Buildings on the West Sides of the Agora®,
Hespsria VI (1937) 1-228,

2. For a brief but adequate account of Delian history, of. W.A. Laidlaw,
A History of Delos, Oxford, 1933.




For the period before 314, there is no material at all dealing with the
:etroonl. The inscriptions which concern our problem from the period

of independence are very few and only mention the Metroon as a temple.

It is with the last period that this paper is chiefly concerned. Only

after 167/6 does the Metroon appear as o place of deposit for public i
records and this fact is obviously connected with the establishment of | |
an Athenian cleruchy on VYelos, Hence, the epigraphical evidence is

very unevenly distributed over these three periods; this is partly

chance, of course, but‘iﬁ_can be used to reinforce certains conclusions ?
about the letroon,

We may begin with an indisputable fact: there was a Metroon,

the temple of the Mother of the Gods, on Delos. It is first mentioned in

an account of the hieropoei of the year 208, ID 365, 1,2:
P s " - & e - )}
-v TV MnTowiov Kai 7s Oprvoas yorpss mae —

The beginning of the text is mutilated; the context, however, suggests

l. The publication history of the Delian inscriptions is very involved.
They were originally included in Inscriptiones Graecae, vol. XI:
nos. 105~289 (the period of independence: table of archons and accounts |
of the hieropoei, 314-250) in fasc. 2, edited by F, Durrbach and pub- !
lished in 1912; nos. 510-1348 (the period of independence: decrees, I
dedications, etc,) in fasc. 4, edited by P, Roussel and published in L
1914, After the first World War, the French began their own series, i
Inscriptions de Delos (abbreviated ID) but continued the numbering of y

. us 1D, nos. 290~371 (accounts of the hieropoei, 250-1686, }

continuing IG XI.2) edited by Durrbach and published in 1926; nos. !
372~509 (accounts of the hieropoei, 250-166, continued from previous |
volume; laws, contracts, etc. from period of independence) edited by ‘
Durrbach and published in 1929. (Illustrations of some of these wers
published by H. von Gaertringen in 1927 in 1g XI, fasc. 3)s And
ID, nos. 1400-1498 (templo accounts and various items after 166) '
edited by Durrb.,ch and Roussel and Published in 1935; nos. 1497~
2219 (decrees and dedications &fter 166) edited by Roussel and




f 1 !
that this section deals with some purificatory rites . It is only after
16776 that the Metroon is again found in temple accounts: ID 1416, A, I,

11. 1 and 32-5 (157/6); 1417, B, I, 1ll. 33-36 (156/5); 1442, A, 11. 16-17

(148/5 or 145/4); 1452, A, 11. 28-9 (after 145/4)2.

There cen be no doubt from these inscriptions that the Metroon
is located near the sanctuary of the “gyptian gods on the slopes of Mt,
Kynthos. . The formula is similar in all three accounts; following the
inventory of the offerings in the temples of Isis and Anoubis are the
words: Kat  Tade M 0va  £ExToz TOoy dPomoy - flal&lflob
5'60 7TPog TAL) PIHTPILIAL | a,(‘”/;'fuﬂ.lioussel (DCA, 45, n. 6) at
first wanted to identify the Metroon with the building near the Sera-

pieion C which was later positively identified as the Heraion. Vallois

I, Launey and published in 1937; nos. 2220~2879 (dedications, continued
from the previous volgme; and various lists snd texts after 166)

edited by Roussel and “auney and published in 1937. In 1950, ID, nos.
1-88 (periods of Ionian and 4ttic-Delian amphictyones: dedications,
decrees, etc.) was published, edited by A. Plassart. In the preface

to that fascicule, the publication of the réemaining early inscriptions

(period of the Athenian amphictyony) is rromised, under the editor-

ship of J. Coupry. Perhpds these will revesl new information about
the early history of the Metroon.

le (L. commentary on ID 365 and Vallois, p, g7,

: The sactuary of Ortygia
18 mentioned in other inscriptions but has not

yet been located.

2+ The letroon is not expressly mentioned in Ip 1452 but the 1list is

clearly the same as in the other &ccounts, The entire inventory is
abbreviated,




has conducted the most recent archaeological investigations; he would
have the so-called Tewplc C in the Serpieion be. the Metroonl. Temple C
is located at the end of the dromos leading from the main sanctuary; it
is a small, prostyle structure of granite. Its obligque position in
relation to the dromos indicates that it is an old building and ante-
dates the construction of the dromos, already existing in 160 (ID

LI, B Touiis, 22). There are other remains around Temple C which are
apparently connected with it and Vellois identifies the escharon men-
tioned in inscriptions as near the Metroon. The temple itself is small
and stands alone; there are no other structures closely associaked with
it,

Although no proof has so far been found which absolutely identifies

Temple C as the Metroon, ‘this attribution is relatively certain., It is

in the right place and it has the plan of a temple with pronaos and

cella.2

J
3 = 4

L And plan, of. (g, pl. 111 and ”.,(gytm\:drros,asbyw X Av—\ou
Aghens 1250, P..122. iore correctly, Vallois calls Templg o the‘
the name of the 7gr‘Y of ID41416, 45 L, Ls 35.. For the purposes of
this paperit ig only necessary to have a building connected with the
Metroon, no matter what the name given to it. T should like to say
hore,”however, that I do not completely follow Vallois! argument.
the owas Tpos 7, £ Ydpayr is mentioned only once, between 190-
180, not in an inventory of offerings but in connection with certain
expenditures of buildings; nor is it provable that the O/kos is in
the Serapieion ¢, Byt the application of the name 7o MymTewoy to a
7607, 2ad not a builaing has & parallel in Athens: thers it no men-
tion in ancient authors of a Y405 in connection with the cult place
of the Mothey (Hesp. VI, p. 206). And Ortygia, mentioned with the
Metroon in ID 365 j4 apparently the name of ‘a place, net a temple
(Vallois, Pe 79, ne 2)e

2s Cf. the early temple of the Mother and the temple proper of the
Hallenistig Metroon in Athens (the second room from the south)

He8ps VI, pp, 185-40 and He Thempson, Hesperia Supplement IV (1940)
addends Ve :




On Delos, as in other places, the Mother was closely associated

‘ A ‘
with Isisl. A double image of the Mother (To C(Y“A}l-&/ P 'ﬂ?TﬁW
e‘ﬁ? Sv'o ) stood in the temple of “erapis along with images of Isis and

Sroubis (ID' 14164, ‘T 1, 4% 0417.,» &, 1T, VT, /6585 146N ATN A, 4).

Certain small reliefs found in Attica give us us some idea of how this
double image may have looked, These show two Cybeles seated on thrones
side by side in & temple-like structure and holding a patera in one hand
and a tympagum:in:the. Othor%.

Two private dedications from the Serapieion ¢ area identify

Isis as the lother of the Gods. The first dates from the endrof the

period of independence (IG XI.4, 1234): |
HATA  FTPoCTAY s ‘O oéipe das | !4
Ar? T nAvTay KEATOVYT!
“ar MaTpe Meyahs, 770 ITATTUY
KCATQ’I'JQ"’)/ ’Ap/o-nxéf’)s A’Z/”‘.
2TV i) AeTéuwy VOLLIER

The /% A Merst : Isis in her capacity as Mother of the
yan») PT9¢ of line 3 is

Gods and Ruler of the Universe. In 130/29 a certain Dionysios dedicated

20 - & 2
a base to Jas, /’)-77-,‘, 05&)- Afr]rdfw (ID 2101). 1In Egypt,
also, Isis was calleq ’7777‘( Osﬁr. and in general she sssuped the func-

tions of the Great Mother GoddosS-:5

1. Isis was also identifijed with Demeter. Cf. IG XI.4, 1235; ID 2475 -
dedications to Uemeter from the Serapieion ¢ area. For a discussion

of the association of Demeter and Isis, cf. CB, p. 200, and references
there,

2+ One from the west glope of the Acroplis: Schrader, Ath, Mitt. 21
(1896) 280, Prom attion: Oonze, Arch. zeit. 38 (1880) 8, ipl. 2
N0« 1. From Piraeus: DUeltion 1888, 38. For other illustrations,
°fs Friedrichs and wolters, Die Gipsabgusse Antiker Bildwerker
,(Royal‘ Masvem of Berlin) 1133, and Svoronos, T €y ﬂﬂqﬁ"ﬁs

Mﬁm&y, pl, CXVIII, nos. 1921 and o SO Clie
> p. s

Ds o CE,

5 PPe 112, 152 and addenda, p. 295 where he notices that the
epithet

"ﬁWUKPJoT!"IfA in given to Isis in a papyrus from Bgypt,




There is only one private dedication from Delos to the Mother
alone. This is IG XI.4, 1293, dated sometime in the 3rd century: Amf4fsr7

T'ﬂ'?” 57}103’ n’f{’l ngy . This was found in the theatre of the sanc-

tusry of the Syrian gods. Atargatis was also assimilated with the ligther

of the Gods, but in view of the proximity of the Syrian sanctuary to
the Serapieion, it is possible that this dedication was orginally set

up in the Metroon.

The temple accounts which mention the Metroon go not give an

1nvcntory of objects v1th,the building. ID 1417, B. I, 1l1. 33-6:

kar T48¢ JNi1Bva £av08 7OV aPomoY - Swiddpre Ve TTPoE
Twi mﬂrp.ru.u//hfmvcos(~ - Lddo frméf«dr J" vds ;
?ra'/oy'lwv .(V.s&sp,o Ewr[—s] 7omler , dpso- J//7Ff45'
EIJ‘/DYTwY ;.7 /77, ro/x(d( Mg 7 Oy/lMT"f/lY x‘(f[ﬁ(iv'y
dviBepa Areyidov ) Anyaicy . snl 7ids ex oy QAParaoY

Is it possible to conclude that there were no offerings or so few that

they were not.inventoried, i.e. that the Metroon was a poor sanctuary

and was overshadowed by the temples and offerings of the Egyptian gods?

To sum up the information about the temple of the Mother: it
is a small temple in the Serapieion C, and it is not an independent

sanctuary in so far as it has no other buildings exclusively associated

with it. _There was.a very close connection between Isis and the Mother.
Isis was worshipped near the location of the later Serapieion C as early
a8 the beginning of the 3rd century and an Isieion was prabably located
here by 2201. It is suggested that the presence of an Isieion and &
fetroon led to the building of the temple of Serapis here and the conse-
quent development and enlargement of the sanctuary. The MS)W &dr

however, graduanlly lost her importance (was she important here before?)

1 Vallois, PPs 95-6.




80 that by the middle of the 2nd century she had few offerings and most
of her dedications were in the dual form Isis-Mother of the Gods. In
fact she is no longer the Greek ﬂv‘l‘é( &SU’Y‘out the alien goddess, Isis,
The total impression, by mid~ 2nd century, is of a sanctuary neither
wealthy nor elaborate, situated in a remote region and closely asso-

ciated with Isis and the Egyptian gods.

The evidence for the existence of a Delian Metroon for
archives is all epigraphical. OUne fact is clear: public documents and
contracts were only deposited in the lletroon after 167/6, i.e. after
the establishment of the Athenian cleruchy. The organization of the
cleruchy was similar to that of the mother city, with a boule and
ekklesia, and Athens exercised a strict control over Delos in the early
years. Decrees of the Delian assembly had to be ratified by the Athenian
ekklesia; certain magistrates were appointed from Athensl- It seens
reasonable to suppose that in her reorganization of the island, Athens
should also establish the procedure of using the Metroon as the re-
pository for archives. It is & curious fact that Athens is the only
city in which the Mother of the Gods 1is the protectress of the public
records. This was originally due to location and convenience but by
the é;d cenL&ry‘the Mother's guardianship of the state archives was

flrmly'estlblished»in Athens. (In fact, shortly after the establishment

ls Por g discussion of the organization of the At

Laidlaw, Delos, 169-200 and W. Foruuson,
1911, 346-313

henisan cleruchy, cf.
Hellenistie fthens, London

s -G, Hesp. VI, Pp. 205-6. I am 1nformed that the

modern Greek word
for arch:.ves or register is ‘-1‘?(&0\1 %




of the cleruchy on Delos, the monumental Hellenistic Metroon was builts)
The use of a bietroon as archives by the Athenians on Pelos was sanc-
tioned and in'fact encouraged by the practice of the mother city.

All of the evidence for the Metrpon as archives dates from
cas 156/5 to 145/4. The upper limit will be discussed later, in connec-
tion with the individual inscriptions. Curiously, the lower limit
of 145/4 coincides with the last known decree passed by the cleruchsl.
It may be surmised thst the practice of using the Metroon as archives
ceased with the "disappearance™ of the Athenian cleruchy, just as it
wag8 introduced when the cleruchy was establishodz.

There are three inscriptions which specify that public officials
are to deposit thein accounts in the “etroon after their year of office
is over®., These wll fall Within the years ca. 150~145/4. Other decrees

which mention the rendering of accounts do not specify any other place

1. DCA, p. 27; although Ferguson, Klio 7 (1907) 236-240 would date
the last decree to 13140. Notice that the first instance of the
new government of all the residents, Athenisns snad others, dates
from 126/5.

2. Again new finds may invalidate this assumption, But Roussel, DCA,
P. 27, in discussing the decrees of the cleruchs , all before 148/4,
and the dedications and catalogues of the tpixedt government of
. ca. 130 to 88, says, " il. Homolle, avait déjd observe ce fait; les
découvertes nouvelles n'ont pas modifie 1s proportion suivant laguelle

les textes de ces deux catégories doivent Stre classes chronoliquement."

S+ Just as Athenian magistrates did: e.z. 1g 11-1112840, 1. 25; 956,
1. 21; 1013, 1,52 and other references collected in PW, sv. Metroon.




of deposit; e.g. ID 1504, 11. 28-0, in honror of the gymnasiarch Georgias
S ° > &
(148/7) only says: " AT 2 B As 7o J& Lf¢ T7oug Avydl’f
8 ’
Tors  youlors - k0] hosOws -

ID 1500 is a fragmentary decree of the year of Zaleukos

(ca, 150), concerning the agoranomoi. This is a crucisl inscription
and 2 full discussion of it will be deferred until later; now it is
. & e
sufficient to_notice lines 19-20: see &of 8 ] ’\°[/’Jovj K‘(TEZ;‘J \
e d
evio &\ 70is KalOvp-1y [&loverr xLpo]voes [ ses 70

F’,. d%f“”l /77];[,]&.1/4)’ [K]‘} F,.'S ra J; h&’;}’d’-’ S ;
ID 1505 i8 a fra

gmentary decfee of the cleruchs in honor of the agoro=

nomoi during the archonship of Archon, 148/7 or 147/6. The relevant 1l
part is lines 6-8: +- 70UsJ/ 7€ loyovs miyrwsy 7y : ‘
P [ 4 e - ~ = =
Xerpr Lo OTy [reas Vp' Egvredr £y 7an 7V X5
XPOr@t TY) kazs filoy o £s 70 /Py rpivrar olaco Ao @) [ers
7.0,‘ VO/UU .« o0 ¢ "
ID 1507 is a fragmentary decree in honor of X3 é"l?//uf,(,Jrq; J0D 5"2(70//52)
of the year of Metrophanes, 146/5 or 145/4. Lines 8-10 read:
WO o A | P 4 - (e 9 e P4
TOVS Te /\? yous  kyredy 7af»> COI KOV Yl ey €5 T
L70]t 755 apx9s xpsveor A4T€ Bt lorvre 7075 véue,Ss
o ) o
& K0do s Brys £es Fo L 1ro)g7pi0> . ..

The Metroon ako became the deposi ting place

for loan contracts

;I8
after 167/6 . During the period of independence, the contractual pro-

cedure for borrowing money from the temple treasures was comparatively

simple.

&
The borrower would have one or more guarantors and the ruyy{ﬂf")

would be placed in the hands of & third Pérson, In the accounts of

hieropoei, there are at least 17 cases in which the "depositaire™

(sometimes one or more than one) is mentioneq by name; these men are

le For a discussion of temple loans, bhotp during the period of in-

Sllependence and of Athenian domination’ ef. Larsen, J.A.0. "Roman
Greece™ in An Ecomomie Survey of Ancient gome, IV, Baltimore,
1938, pp, 36879,




all private individualsl. After the establishment of the Athenian
cleruchy the procedure was changed and regularized. It is described
in detail in the temple accounts of the years of Anthesterios and
Kallistratos, 157/6 and 156/5 (ID 1416, B, I, 11. 68 ff). Losns were
now made for five yesrs with the borrower providing guarantors; the

7 i 3 i No longer was the
ﬂ'oyyeqw was made in the presence of witnesses. 0 g
contract given into the keeping of a third person; in ID 1416 the

5 ’
9"?‘\}’/"}“"7’) ruyyf.u,:”' was deposited with two bankers, Demon

and Kleandrosa.

But this procedure was apparently found to be unsatisfactory,
for in the following year the contract was placed in the Metroon.
ID 1419 is a very fragmentary sccount of the Athenian administrators
of the temple treasures; "le document parait dater  peu prés de 1la
méme €poque que 1417 (i.é; 15q/s)f' The crucial lines are 13-14 (with

restorations made almost certain from lines 11 snd 20): /:.-K(?.c

TOY Y AP T Tf) [75)]> MopErgv £y 7ot Myrpwiive 55 ...

ls These are Ig X1.2, 208,,11.74-6(269 B.Cs)s 287 (250 B.C.) 11. 126~
131; ID 290 (246 B.C.) 11. 130-6; 299 (240 B.C.) 11. 187,290, 192
93, 195; 342 (om. 229 B.B.), 1l. 4,6,9-10; 354 (218 B.C.) 1. 15;

862 (209 B.c.) 11. 2,4,6,8,13; 363 (209 B,C.) 11. 40,48; 365 (208 B.C.)

11. 10, 12, 17-8, 19, 20-1, 22-4; 372(200 B.C.) l. 9; 396 (194 Bu@.)
A, 11. 44, 48, 51, 55, 58, 623 406 (cm. 190 B.C.) passim; 4Q7
(680190 By Q). d o, 585 442 (17D, BoGidsd ;d v 179,4iB, 11. 212-3, 218,
218-9; 449 (175 B.C.) 11. 14-5, 18-9, 22-3, 29-30, 35, 38-9, 40-41,
463 458..(oms 172 B.C.), 1« 32; 462 (ca. 170 B.C.) 11. 4-5,24, 30=1,

4
Zs This is the only time that the NYYI’{?’) is mentioned as sealed.
For bankers and banking on Delos, cf. “arsen, Roman “reecs, 357~61
It ia impossgible to jdentify Demon and Kleandros; Larsen th inks
they may have been Greeks of Greece proper, Perhgps Prom Athens??

e




The purpose of this was surely full publication of loan contracts;
: 1
what better place than in the archives building?
For the inclusion of loan contracts'in the' publie archives, the

terminus:post ‘qien is.established by ID-1416.and 1419: oThe "earliest -

extant inscription dealing with the ,Ao?gt ~of “officials is dated ca.
150, i.e. after the introduction of th= new procedure for loan contracts,
Perhpas the practice of 'using the Metroon as archives was only insti-
tuted some years after the arrival of the Athenian cleruchs, when it

was seen that such a central archives building was needed.

There can be now question then that lton;contraéts and the
accounts of public officials after their year of office were to be
deposited‘ s.y T(?I /’7*;7'{‘,54.0 . That the Metroon was not the one
in Athens/but was actually located on the island of Delos can be
shovn from ID 1500, In line 19 Roussel has restored: [f/:s' T‘o
S Addac My l7lpIdey [xlal €5 70 £y AbDyvds
In DCA, p. 44 n. 8, he explains : "La restitution que je propose par{;t
ne’cessaire; apr;s ,A07'fdo il n'y a place que pour trois lettres et
c'est une phrase nouvelle qui commence par ces verbe que je n'ai su
compléter.® This restoration seems &ssured and proves that a set of

public records were kept on Delos; copies of them were sent to the

Athenian Metroon.

Another fragmentary inscription may lend support, although
its meaning is &till very doubtful. In the temple saccounts of the year
146/5 or 145/4 (ID 1442), in a section dealing with the transmission

of sums from various places, is the phrage (b, 1y WB):

1. Cf. the placing of wills in the Athenian ¥

: fetroon, i. e. Epicurus®,
Diogenes Laertes X, 18,




e

#&l8Jerltispévec  grre 700 Mlyipesre0 Ayue 7 Ldns 44 . .

These officials are not mentioned elsewhere. They could be religious,
although in the context and in view of the subordinate position of the
temple of the Mother at this time, I think that improbable. The other
explanation, that they are secular officials in charge of the archives,
is perhaps more plausible; in this same section, there is mention of

money received from bankers and these officials of the Metroon may

0\

. a3 . o £© -
have been included because of their general supervision of loan con

tracts. But this cannot be corroborated, wither from other Delian

1
inscriptions or from the practice in Athens .

Thus we have in Delos a Metroon as temple of the Mother 6Af
the Gods and a lMetroon as ardhives. Are they one and the same building?
Roussel implies that they are and Vallois follows himz. That building
is the Metroon in the Serapieion C. Yet there seems to me to be sevefal

factors which would argue against such an assumption. VUne is the

R )-W“'ruu was in charge of the archives in Athens, but he is

o v b
never spoken of as M4Dpe Tdpesves ®rre 703 ﬂ’[/—(“‘ﬂ cf. Deros.
de falsa legatione, 129, 4

2. DCA, p. 45: "... il (le Metroon) servait, ainsi qu'sa Athenes, d'archives
publiqueny. &5 1168 B Mg détvérminer 1femplacement de cet &difice,
du moins est-it assurd qu'il etait situé non loin des sanctuaires
Seyptiens." Yet cof. his (O’r Durrbachts) cormentsry on ID 1417, B,
I, 1. 33: “mos 7o ﬁ;,ﬂ',ayal. S'agit il du sanctusire qui servait
dlarchives publiques ... ou d'une chapelle dans le sanctusire Sgyptien
neme." Vallois, p. 87: "Au milieu ’du Ileme sisdcle 1'existence
d'un temple ou d'un oikos est assurde: on Yy déposait des pisces

comptable et des contrats." The context shows that he is thinmking
of the Serapieion C Metroone.




isolated position of the Serapieion C Metroon, on the slopes of It.
Kynthos and far from the civic buildings and commercial centre of Delos.
The temple of the Mother is located in asanctuary of f oreign gods and

Occupies a subordinate position in that sanctuary. The building itself

is small, with no extra rooms intimatciy connected with it, as in Athens,
There is no evidence to show that the Metroon in the Serapieion was

used for the storage of puglic documents and prabability is against it.
The primary function of an archives building is to provide a convenient
and accesible place for the stnragé and exhibition of public documcntsl.

I find it hard to beleive that a Metroon such as that in the Serapieion

would meet these requirements.

fhere then should we look for the Metroon? When the Athenian
cleruchs arrived, they wanted to house theit: public documents in a Metroon
as in Athens, but they found the existing one inadequate. It is obvious

that the depository of public records ought to be located near the other

civic buildings, and I would suggest. that we should look for it some-
where near the ﬁieron of Apollo and the agora. This is a very tentative
theory and has no archaeological 6} epigraphical support now; as far as
18 known mew the only Metrbon on Delos both before and after 167/6 is
that in the Sevapieion. We would then have to assume that the Athenians
could arbitrarily create u'nGW sanctuary of the Mother; or by that time

perhaps the name Metroon could be applied to the archives building alone

1. cr. Thempson's remark when discussing the Athenian Metroon, Hesp.

VI, p. 2086: "The public records were Naturally kept as close as
Possible to the seat of the exscutive body.™ Surely this would
2180 be the case on Delos.




i o g4
without regard to its original religious meaning™.

A large and complex building is not really dermnded; probably

the records were no longer stored in the Metroon after the dissolution
of the cleruchy. One possibility is that it was located near the
bouleuterion . A building in the hieron of Apollo has been tentatively
identified as the meeting place of the boule, although is has not been
fully published and there is still considerable doubt about it.z It is

suggested by lcDonald that one of the rooms may have been used for the

archives, since we know from inscriptions that copies of official doou~

ments were deposited in the boulewterion. Here we may note a curious

fact: in many of the decrees dating from the period of independence,

» hJ &
the proviso is often added that the decree be recorded &5 70 60\"\‘”75?,"

This is extremely tentative. Perhpas all that was needed was a cult
statue and an a.ltar; in Athens, only the statue is mention?d in ancient
euthors, not a yeos (cf. supra p. 4 n.l). The new Hellenistic
Metroon had a room reserved for the goddess, but notice its position
fnd size (between the two rooms reserved for archiv?s), especially
i comparison with the large norkh room, which I think is some sort
of "reading room" - i.e where the documents would be brought out

for Perusal, on the snaloev of libraries. The whole plan of. the
Hellenistic Metroon suggegis to me that the storing of archives had
become more important than the worship of the bother. Religious
feeling demanded that she have some place of worship in the new
building, but her religious role of Mother of the Gods was over-
shadowed by her functions as protectress of the archives.

2« McDonalg, Wa,Political Jeeting Places of the Yreeks, Baltimore, 1943,
PP+ 182~4 disTusses this Duilding in detail and has a plan, pl. 1X,
fig. 12, He notes that the Guide Bleu for 1835 (p. 509) shows it
iight next to the pryt‘noion‘;ﬁﬁ_E;TT; it bouleuterion, query:

»0+ U monument archajique avec lignes de piliers interiemrs (peut-
etre le bouleuterion? c.o)3 but the 1983 edition omits the par-
entheses. The Gresk guide to Delos, published in 1950 follows the
1935 edition,in speaking of TO BovAsureproy s Vallois, p. 25,
in 1944 calls it &3ificed , refuses to identify‘it positively
but slso suggest it may be & bouleuterion,




(probably on papyrus) and, on a stele, (;S 7’0‘ 7&0‘; 1- Yet

in the decrees passed after 167/6 (ID 1497-1524) this formula do:s

not occur at all; the customary wording is o7 ’7(‘*7“' Je Tide ro
VIropl €65 ¢73\yy A1y war CTYOH £ 2 e
possible that the section of the bouleuterion which was reserved for

the archives before 187/6 »beéame the Metroon of the:-Athenian cleruchy.

Of course this is negative evidence; the number of post 167/6 decrees
preserved is rolatively small and there is not word about copies Being
deposited in any building.

On the other hand*, the Metroon may have been situated somewhere
near the Thesmophorion in the hieron of Apollo, for the Mother and Demeter
were closely associated in Athensz. These are only tentative sugges-
tions but it seems ressonable to look for the Metroon in the vicinity

of the other public and civic buildings.

l. B.g. 1o xr.a;i 514: wvdypayar I8 70 7 wolgisus 7%

f1v7)) Boodsyy eis 7o fsodevrdpor Tlis 56 sepojy masass ey 75 Fed, £
Also ¢f. McDonald, p, 1157, but he does not mention that this pro- 75\
viso does not occur in decrees after 167/6. Al'gr 3

2., E.g. ID 1497a. Sometimes an official is specified. The places of
erection of the stelai are various: in the Artemision (ID 1497a,
1508);7“& %4s §/kOYAs  (1497b); in the sanctuary of Jeracles v
(1489) 5 in the office of the agoronomoi (1500, 1505); @ 7ar & we

(1501} ; in the gymnasium (1504); in the office of the epimelstes
(1507),

3a

Cf'« Hesp. VI, pp. 206-7.

&S, ...



P 1 P

In summary, then, the Metroon in the Serapieion C was simply
& temple of the liother and was probsbly not used for the storage of
public records. It was a small, relatively unimportant temple, isolated
and almost engulfed in the sanctuary of the &gyptian gods. The use of
the “etroon for the-archives building cannot be shown to have begun
before 167/6; it 2 practice introduced by the Athenian cleruchy and
based on that of the mother city. Since the already existing Metroon
was not suitable or adequate for the storage of the records, a new

“etroon was established in the neighborhood of the other government

buildings.
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