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BORDER COUNTRY IN AND AROUND THE ARGOLID

INTRODUCTION

This paper is largely a record of what I saw in nine days spent in and
&round the Argolid in late May and early June of 1954. My purpose in making
the trips was to acquire firsthand detailed knowledge of the topography of
the region in preparation for further work on the history of Argos in the fifth
Century B.C., and my historical interests determined the choice of sites and
Youtes, Next fall I hope to visit other parts of the area. I might add that
I found examining the minor sites and following the ancient roads to be both
Pleasant and profitable, and that I hope that this account may be of some use
Yo gtudents planning to visit districts here described.

The paper is divided into five independent sections which I list below
for the convenience of the reader:

Section 1 - Cleonai, Tenea, and the Routes South into the Argolid

Section 11 - Minor Fortifications in the Argolid

Section 111 = Temenium, Sepeia, and the Eraéinus

Section 1V = Orneai

Section V - Hysiai

1 CLRONAI, TENEA, AND THE ROUTES SOUTH INTO THE ARGOLID

The traveller oh the highway Or railroad from Corinth to Argos enters the
' 1
Valley of ancient Cleocnai near the town of Chiliomodion. He is in rolling fertile
Country, which becomes somewhat flatter as he descends toward the crossroads

it Agios Bagileios, a few kilometers farther on, . Here at present a new dirt

Yoad winds off to the north, in the general direction of ancient Cleonai, which

18 opn a rather prominent hill abou® two miles northwest of Agios Basileios.

4 one tops the first rise in this road, one can see the site = the highest
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and largest hill to the northwest and easily distinguished from its neighbours
because it has two heights (the western being higher and smaller than the eastern)
Connected by a ridge.

The dirt road leads to the Khan of Kourtessa, once a village, later an

inn often mentioned by travellers, and now two or three small houses and a

few trees, By following a trail going north and then cutting across a few

fields to the west one is in Cleonai in little more than 15 minutes. In late
"ly, 1954, the eastern summit was planted to grain, an old woman with a tent

®nd chickens was ensconced on the ridge, and the western acropolis, uncultivated,
Yag vogiferously defended by a little black and tan doge.

The view from this highest part of the little city is splendid. To the
Q0rtheast is the familiar rocky hump of Acrocorinth, farther west - the gleaming
Yhite clay cliffs of the Corinthia. North again, across the blue waters of
the Corinthian Gulf, stretch the headland of Perachora and the mountains beyond.

South of Cléonai’s valley the mountain sometimes called Alon rises up in a

%01id rock wall; near its eastern end We know are the height Nyphitza, the

- ™odern village of Klenia, the ancient Tenea, and the most easterly of the three
|y classical routes from this valley to the Argolid, More visible is Agios
&-Bileios, sloping up near the center of the rock wall; behind the village

% the deep ravine of Guni, the peginning of the second pass which goes between

h“@'a Mt. Daphnias on the east and the lower Mt, Koutoulia on the west. (Closer

‘ /
to Nemea Station is the rocky mass Ti‘ H“"“J’ ias 5 /Gf"{ EloRs g s, of

k°10kotronis the green spot which gsurran ds the modern chapel of Agios Sostis,
»
g &ppafrently e route mouthwesbe Finally we have the main break in the range =

*re (and for some distence east) 8t least called Tretus = and the Tretus or

- Yenakis Pass always the main pnorth=south route into the Argolid.
; s
West of Cleonai rises the distinetive flat-topped Mt. Phoukas, the amcient
m the narrower parallel valley of Nemew;

_%‘8‘8. which separates Cleonsi fro
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the third - and perhaps the most fertile of these little inland valleys - that
of Phlius, is only one more mountain range farther west. Far to the southwest
% pointed blue peak is just visible - probably Prophetis Elias by Mycenae,
To the east the hills climb to more mounfain boundaries.

The valley thus enclosed was the crossing place or starting point for
Some of the most-used ancient routes from the Isthmus into the heart of
Peloponnese, Cleonai itself was 80 stades from Corinth, 120 from Argos.a
The shortest route from Corinth would go west from the latter city, ascend
the narrow defile of the Longopotamos (the river flowing north through our
Valley), pass east of Cleonai, and cross the southern heights at Agios Sostis;
doubtless a much-travelled way in prehistoric and classical times, it is now
followed - at least in part - by an old Turkish roadoa

But the most important Corinth-Cleonei route must have been that which
Tung east of Acrocorinth, climbs the watershed at Chiliomodion, dips down toward
Modern Agios Basileios, and continues West across the Cleonai valley., From it

%ne could either turn off to Nemea and Fhlius ang go travel to Arcadia, or pass

South through the Dervenakia or other more difficylt passes into the Argive

plﬂin.

S}Oonai

Before following the southerz routes, let us take m closer look at Cleonai, .,
" important point on two of them. Described by Pausanias (2.15) as a ONS ... OV
Feyddq and by stravo (8.377. OF. Bust ath, 11, -.290) as s wokicua, it was
Y small poric city, the head of a little state less important than Phlius. It

ls rarely mentioned in Greek history, but, as could be expected from its location,

R°nerally seems to have followed the lead of Argos, its powerful southern neighboure.

t appears in the H omeric catalogue of the Greek ships at Troy(l£.2.570)r

‘g after the Dorians took over Cleomai, part of the earlier population is
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supposed to have migrated to Clazomenai (Paus 7.3.9).

Presumably the Cleonates presided over the Nemean Games from a very early
dafe; politically the narrow western valley of Nemes must always have belonged
to her eastern neighbour,syand Pindar (Nem. 10.79) speaks of the men of Cleonai
as giving prizes there., In the first third of the fifth century (a period
When Argos was mostly crippled from the Battle of Sepeia), Cleonai was still an
independent state, and apparently took no part in the Persian Wars - resembling
Argos in this respect. The city was important eénough to coin, the oldest series
being dated by Head as ca. 471-421.6

But some time after the Persian Wars, the Corinthians gained possession
Of their little southern neighbour for a Whilet Perhaps Argos later drove out
the Corinthisns; at any rate, Mafter the Battle of Salamis} we find the Cleonsaians
= perhaps incensed by the Mycenaean claim to the presidency of the Nemesn Games
Feported in Diodorus (11.65) = helping the Argives‘to crush Mycenae? For this
Service they received a share of the fallen City's territory; they also took
in some of her citizens.

Toward the middle of the fifth century Cleonai seems to have become mors
dependent on Argos (who had graedually recovered from Sepeia) and is later regarded
8s part of the Argeiam. About 460 Argos tOO0k over the Games at Nemea, and at
Tlnagra in 458 troops from Cleonai joined men from Argos to fight on the Athenian:
8ide; Paus. 1.29.7 tells us that Cleonates who fell in this battle were buried
ln the Cerameicus. Again in 418 soldiers of Cleonai were Argive allies at
Vantinew (Thucs 5.67.2). Meanwhile, 8t the beginning of the Peloponnesian War,
the o1ty had suffered from the plague and had afterwards dedicated a bromze
Bat ot Delphi (Paus. 10.11,5). In the fourth century we again hear of her
'8 fighting on the Argive side against the Corinthians (Plut. Tim.4).

Aratus of Sicyem brought Cleonal into the Achaean League and held the
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Nemean Games there in the latter part of the third century (Plut. Arat. 28).
Shortly after, the town was snnexed by the Spartan Clecmenes (Polyb.2.52);
later, in fighting around Corinth, the territory was ravaged by roaming
Macedonian forces (Liv. 33.14f.). Eventually, of course, it passed with the
rest of Greece to the Romans, and in the imperial period, from the time of
Commodus to that of Geta, considerable coinage was issued there? O0ddly enough,
this fourth or fifth rate little city became a type of fallen greatness and in
Lucian (Charon 23) is classed with Mycenae and Troy,

The last traces of pre-modern settlement on the sit; were those of a medieval
church, The population moved over to Klenia, a hill-side village in the southeast
Corner of the wvalley, and their descendants have kept this form of the ancient
Name, but havs no recollection of any settlement on the original hill several
hiles to the northwest.

Homer (Il. 2.570) describes Cleonai as e;xﬂ/ufvasm Khewvis; Strabo (8.377),
in commenting on this, seys that it is ém Xéc}ou 1f€Pl0|K0uf|.£'vw ’n'O.VTa.XO'GEV Kai
'rerou)(w/w’voo m\ﬁsio Pausenias (2.15) remarks that it has a temple of Athena
With an image by Skyllis and Dipoinos, said by some to be pupils of Daedalus,
by others - to be his sons%l of the walls and buildings nineteenth century
Yravellers saw much more than we do nowe Frazer writes;"Fortificetion-walls
of sonsidersable extent enclose the hille They are of polygonal masonry about

12

§ feet thick, and were defended by towers"; Dodwell notes that their destruction
1&
Wag probably more due to the Romans than to time. Vischer mentions ruins within

the ringwall, the remains of a. city 5‘;; on the south slope, and many more
™ins to the south of the city eircuite  One frequently reads of six ancient
Yerrace walls rising one above the other, and probably intended to support the

h°uses eand streets.

Of those imposing city walls I saw no trace, and their possible existence
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Was: news to the solitary inhabitant of the place. However, on the trail up
%o Cleonai I noticed an ancient block buried in the road, and in the rocky
fields south of the double hill, I found two more rectangular blocks, one
&, 0,90% 1.14 m. and having two large fairly deep cuttings on top (There
Might be more among the olive trees further west). And as I hurrisd down
Over the south slope in & heavy rain I discovered that I was descending by
terraces not particularly visible from the bottom of the height - but there
did not seem to be any manifestly sncient walls holding these up.
The smaller, higher western acropolis was apparently the citadel, and
A drops away more steeply on its west sides In the middle of a bushy area
m top is a pile of squarish ancient blocks, the remains of"a smail quadrangular
building"‘recordéd by Fraﬂerfs The eastern height is lower and much larger;
1t has been thought that there were temples here, and the foundations of
foyr buildings have been made out. This would seem to be the site of Pausanias'
temple of Athena and the medieval church which replaced it. Near the east
Sad of the gummit; among stones and scrub bush by a thorny little tree at
the edge of a grain field, I found several architectural pieces = a fragment
With dentils, & small round pilaster with & ring at the top, a frieze block

«~55& 1.10 X .60 m.) of local stone with triglyphs and a metope, and an

Architrave block of the same stone with @ dove tajl clamp cutting and pry -

h°les on its upper surface., There were 82180 a few little battered pieces

° marble around, and nearby was & rather slender 1limestone column drum

(IOngth - .83 m., diameter = +35 me.) With & small square empolion hole in

‘ne end., I could not make out the foundations of "four buildings) but I

qid find some broken tiles (one being ummistakably of Corinthian clay) and

8
%arge gherds.

In the plain st the south foot of the hill - but apparently still inside 8

the ¢ity - an inscription has peen found on two slightly conceve marble blockse
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It readss: 2evédiros Kai z\‘r"fw" )Aﬂl?ﬂ i'l'wl?crw(, and Fraenkel in I1.G., on
the basis of the letter forms, says that it is not prior to the beginning

of the first century B.C. According to Frickenhaus, who conducted & small

excavation st Cleonai in 1912, it belonged to an exedra, of which,at the time,
8 whole row of stones could be soenf7

Near the Khan of Kourtessa Cockerell noticed the ruins of a Doric temple
and a fragment of a statue, Frickenhaus dug there, and laid bare the remains

of & small poros Doric temple - from the plan apparently tetrastyle prostyle

= of a late period; most of the high orthostate blocks were still standing,

Wnd other pieces - column drums, architrave, triglyph, geison, and sima& -

Were nearby. On a large base in the interior was a fragment of a powerful
Male cult statue; before it were two cuttings where perhaps a table for
offerings once stood. Opposite the portico were two Tonic column bases in

8itu and, behind them, an enclosure of the same period and size as the temple.

The enclosure had a door behind the bases, and within could be seen the ends

°f two parallel ashlar foundations (breadth - 1,80 m.) which Frickenhaus
18

i‘hought might have been altarse.

Paus.(2.15.1)tells us that Cleonai possessed the tomb of Burytus and

Rteatus, the two soms of Actor whom 'Heracles slew here when they were on
19
their way to the Isthmian Games; piodorus(4.33)adds that Eurybtus was slain -rep!

~ ‘ 7/
Khwy{s ‘g'-_'yea, vov 'écmv ¢l€f°" HP“")‘“"S = The Doric temple may well be

that of Hsrakles (as Gell and Leake thought, and Frickenhsus considered
% 20

ey h o
] p%b:b;.e%;:;ould not be far distante Jo Schmidt, indeed, conjectures that g
! / 2

the blocks of the exedrs are possibly part of the tomb of Eurytus and Kteatuse.

b
M8 ppgsEs

To return to the roads which lead south - Paus.(2.15.2) ssys: "Ek Klewvdv

&

/ <
ilo‘w és JAPros 830\3 Su'o, ,c) /lle'\" &VSFQG"N é'é!u{ymg Ka\a gq-nv éwlg'c}p.os, -’f
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> N\ = / i) Y N\ T A b - }
§¢ ém o0 ceta;)\:o}a.erou TpymoG, crevy wev Kai abTy TepIeovTwy opwv, !
o |

/ ‘

6X’7;‘”" 5¢ iﬂlv‘ z'.'rrr,selonrc. The former is a short-cut' = tiring in places =

using the path south from the village of Agios Basileios, whereas the latter

|

is the narrow easy pass of the Tretus or Dervenakia, which the modern high- V‘
Way and railroad follow, and which we will go through firste |
PASS OF THE TRETUS

This Trotus ("ﬁierced") route must always have been the easiest for q
Wnyone travelling from Northern Greece and the Isthmus to the Argolid and
the interior of Peloponnesus., In classical times the name was believed to
have come from the huge cave of the Nemean Lion in the nearby mountains, but
Clark objects that there are no more caves here than elsewhere and that "the
tlen is, as it were, DRILLED!through the rock? Clark is also the skeptic who
disbelieves in the ancient chariot ruts which Frazer and others claim are
often visible in the pass; he thinks that such ruts have been eroded by
Yater rupning in the scratches caused by wood which donkeys have dragged

22
behind them, As I walked through the pass I checked for the ruts, but did

R0t see any likely to be those of an ancient road,
The strategic importance of this pass is such that it contains ancient, . AR
Tilrkish, and more recent defengive works = some of which one meets before i
‘e ever enters the Tretus itselfes If YOU Were to cut through the hills
Youthwest of Cleonai, you could strike the modern highway where it has climbed
p to the railroad station of Nemeaj; to your right is a modern bunker, and 1

to your left = high on the mountain slope (and probebly out of sight because

Yoy are rather far west) - is the monument of Kolokotronis, commemorating q
y ®rughing defeat of the Turkish army in this area in 1822 during the Greek

‘\r of Independence. Perhaps ten minutes farther on an asphalt sideroad now

‘lipgtwest over the hills, following the route to Nemea and Phlius, The
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main romd-passes another bunker on the right, descends slowly to the Khan
of Dervenakia in the low bend ahead. To your left is the mass of Mt, Keeteras,
' éovered with rock outcroppings; on your right is more rolling country with
fields, but down to the right of the EKhan, and opposite Keeteras, rises.
Kolokotronis, the second of the two heights at the head of the pass (Figel) «
On top of these are supposed to be the Derweni. Low Turkish watchtowers,
they are now in ruins -and seemed invisible from both the road and the railroad;
Datives of the district said that one had.to climb up to see them. On these
rocky slopes are also said to be rough stone walls such as the Greeks built
in their revolution, and traces of classical defences (perhaps the round
Watch tower above Nemea Station, which I will take up in Section 11).

Your road twists down through the trees and few buildings (which include
% prosperous mill, for the place has an excellent supply of water) of the
¥han of Dervenskis (where Vischer oncgsfpent a night in a room where the
¥ind whistled on all six sides of him! ). South of the khan, by a stream
qnd in a slightly more open area, Gell reports seeing a structure called ’EM7’va
x.ogp,§4 apparently it was on an arbutus-covered rige to the right, but,
d°8p1te all the instructions, I could find no trace of it (and the people
T "ho 1ive nearby had never heard of if)- Gell's notes reveal that it contained
the outline of a door, and Vischer refers to it ag the foundations of an old
t°wor, probably that of Polygnotus, where Aratus and his friends met when
he went out from Argos to free Sicyon (vo Plut, Arat. 6.7)?5 Just south of
the Xhan and again on a hillock to the right, a modern military installation
“vers the road coming up through the defile from the Argolid.

Gell also mentions a "heap" - P°ss;21y a tumulus or a "heroic sepulchre" -
“’Wt eight minutes from )El\'{"w" X'O‘IP" In such a "heap'" = but on the lef®

t""Cheu- than the right side of the road as Gell specified - I found the first
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of two large puzzling holes. I will describe the second (to the left when
the pass ends at the Argive Plain} as it was in better state. It was a large
roﬁﬁd dirt hole, with a doorway cut in the earth about four feet abovs the
bottom; the dirt sides, which curved in slightly as they rose, continued
upward sbout ten feet above the base of the doorway; at the top were about
three courses of rubble wall chinked with mud. About one foot below the
rubble was a large hole (perhaps for & beam?), and there were many small
Stones - but no sherds-around. The example near the khan had perhaps a little
more slant to the sides and about three feet of rubble above, but there was
Not much of a doorway and earth had fallen down ingside. The shape reminded
Me of the chamber of a beehive tomb, but of course my holes have no dromoi,
Practically no masonry, etc. I originally recorded them because I thought
that they might have been some other type of early tomb, but I have been
Unable to find any references to them, @nd I suppose that they may be some=
thing very modern.

Our road rose a little after leaving the khan, but now is slowly descending
Yetween high mounteins, with a brook - shaded by a few trees - on its left.
It winds gradually down, occasionally passing a house, After about an hour,
¥ round another sharp bend (where & pillbox looks scross into the eastern
"untain valleys) and enter the narrow apex of the Argive plaine. The high
hi1ls'with their rocky outcroppings are still quite clcse but the flat land
ly beginning to widen.. We have now left the pags and to our right lies the
Yrst of the valleys which stretch into the mountains to the west of the
Q*give plain like long fingers; down this wthern valley came the ancient
foag from Phlius, passing an Argive blockltouse on the way. Our own road

¢
Yoy Tretus would now be in sight of any watchers in the blockhouse at

chnao station,
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The walk from the place where the asphalt sideroad slipped off to' Nemea,
through the Pass of the Tretus to the northeast of the valley running up
. toward Phlius took about one and three-quarter hours. And we are still about

%ne hour (of easy walking) from Mycenae, not yet in sight. We have actually

taken a detour from Cleonai; . the more direct route is to go straight from

the northern city to the Guni Pass, behind and a little to the west of the

Modern village of Agios Basileios, and much closer to Cleonai than the
is

athe first of Pausanias' two roads - the brief one for active

Dervenakia. This
hen,

PASS OF GUNT

The vavine of Guni is a gash in the southern rock wall; along its stony

bed apn ever-diminishing donkey track picks its intricate way upward (Fig. 2).

the first big zigzag is visible from Agios Basileios, and the path is easily

Tached. As you approach the ravine, YOou See in the distance the remains

f a long straight line of masonry running east-west across the lower slope

l % the mountain. At close‘range, near your path, this is seen %o be Roman

Lus incertum, the ruins of an aqueduct (Fige 3)+ apparently that by which
Paus 2:3.53 802205}).

Yiadrian brought water from Lake gtymphalus to Corinth.(z.

the "spring" in one of the small arches is quite close as you begin your

- Sy, |
the steep rocky mass of Koutsouria; behind it is

To your right rises

e higher Koutoulia. The height on your left is crowned with the walls

[ was told, though I did not go close enough

L

U towers (and house ruins to0,
% A ' 11ittle
% ses) of a medieval castle buil® by the Venetians. Bast again and a

Nmth of the fortress, towers Mte paphnies, the highest elevation in the
»

\ t
fiie, The path up Guni is rough and steep, and the ravine becomes gomewhs

Qoomy and forbidding as the high rock walls close in and one loses si

ght
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of the valley below, but the climb involved is of course much easier than

| the task of toiling over Daphnias.

When the gorge widens near the top, you follow the narrow defile on
the left to the northwest corner of a broad upland valley. Here a cairn
| Warks the site of an old chapel of St. John; the foundations show that it

| Was only a tiny church, and you can make out the little apse, though I did
27

10t see the Doric capital which Lolling found in the building. To your left

| @ trajl leads southeast to the modern village of Stephani, somewhere beyond

the eastern hills; south of you is & rolling valley with farmhouses along

the deeply=-cut river bed in the center, and cultivated fields spreading out

o either side. From the ruined chapel you can see the peak of Prophetis

Blias far to the southwest, and an easy walk in that direction will soon

bring you to a footpath to Mycenae. But when you leave the gsouthwest
COrner of the valley and come to an jnconspicuous cool spring with one or
two trees, you should turn off the good path and cross the ridges to the

Yorth slope Of.Prophetis Elias. Otherwise you will, after some time, descend
I believe =

tnto the Argive plain far north of Mycenae (up very near the apex,

W\ any rate just north of the 1ittle pointed hill which one sometimes confuses

| Mth flat-topped Mycenae) .

The ancient path may have kept to the west side of the upland valley
de

4% g R14°"5,. 118 may have followed the stream bed downward, as Frazer believe

razer found a fortress

would seem to be the case, for F
orthern

the latter, however,
Q . 1 masonry at the n
¥ some extent with circuit wall and tower of polygona o
| i fen
says that the fort was obviously built to de

v]: P\ '
| %t of Prophetis Elias. He
it, and that there are several spring®

the route, which goes right through
1 did not find these ruins,

possibly because I

i lx\the area. Unfortunately

R
| ot go far enough east.
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A footpath (admittedly almost invisible at times) fairly high up on
I
rophetis Elias leads round to Mycenae. On the northwest slope a shepherd

Showed me some of the ruts of the old Mycensean road; I knew that Frazer
29

i )

entioned the existence of such traces, but I could never have found them

%y myself on those uneven rocks. After walking through sloping wheat fields

and taking a little path to the right, one sees in: the distance the tree-
lined road from Phychtia to Mycenae; and & few feet further on the flat-

topped hill of Myconae comes into sight, the walls looking particularly impressive
When one is just across the Kokaretza ravine to the north of the city. This

8horter route from the southern edge of the valley of Cleonai to Mycenae

took me the best part of four hours.

TENEA AND THE KLENIA~BERBATI<CHONIKA PASS

There is yet another north-south route into the Argolid which I wanted

to investigate. It runs from the modern villege of Klenia (on the side of

¥
mountain south of Chiliomodion) through the valley of Berbatd (Prosymna) and

ﬁ the lower Kleisoura, and enters the plain of Argos northeast of Chonikae.
xen°Ph°n (Hellenica 4.4.14, Agesilaus 2.17) tells us that King Agesilaus,

Ll :
Tter laying waste the territory of the Argives, marched thus via Tenea to

| “rinth (391 B.C.).

A rough stony road leads gouth from Chiliomodion to modern tho Klenia
the two or three bu
ne lifetime of present inhabitants, nearly

, g ancient Tenes; ildings of Epano Klenia are a little
it

Wther up the slope, but within ®
, because here = by the ancient

J Qveryone has moved down to the lower village
“t° - there is more water. If yoU walk down the main street of Klenia,
“kQ a side street to the left and the path past the local sc b
1mb a 1i+tle rise and find yourself on top of the small acropolisaff Teneéa
It

le information about the place.

hool, you will

In ancient authors there is 1itt
Tenea )

p.380) and gtephanus of Byzantium (8.¥

J
| Yescriped by strabo (8.6.22
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&s g Corinthian.xgau7. Pausanias (2.5.4) adds that it is about sixty stades
from the Teneatic Gate by Acrocorinth, and that the Teneates claim to be
Trojans taken prisoner in Tenedos by the Greeks but later allowed by Agamemnon
to live in Tenea; .because of their origin they worship Apollo most of all.

Ar
istotle (frag. 552) remarks that the peoples of Tenea and Tenedos are related

t
hrough Tennes the son of Cycnus. Strabo (8+6.22 p.380) tells us that Tenex

32

hag g temple of Teneatan Apollo, and that this is the place where Polybus

i
® said to have raised Oedipus. He 150 writes that most of the colonists

Who went with Archias of Corinth to found Syracuse (traditional date = 734)

Were from Tenea, that after their departure Tenea prospered more than the
Other comminities and finally even had ita own government. In due time it
and continued to flourish

*ebelled sgainst Corinthian rule, joined the Romans,
33

After the destruction of Corinth. Curtius makes the interesting suggestion

scent mey have had something to do with Mummius'

that Tenea's claim to Trojan de
Sonsgiderate treatment of the 1ittle center in 146, Whatever the influence
°f genealogies on the Roman general, & glance at the map will show shavioes i

Mgt have alwmys had some commercial and political usefulness and importance

Yecause of her position at the nead of one good pass down tO the Argolid

nd pear the road going west to the principaa connection (Trotus).
In May, 1954, the flat TOP of the acropolis (below and a. little to the

) was & waving field of wheat. Of the pieces

Q0ortheast of the modern village
ons as being at The site I

O walls and few foundations which Frazer menti

34
foung nothings however, on the rocky north slope of the hill,

I noticed coarse sherds,

where there

gome broken tiles, and

g a series of terraces,
bed rocke

n at least one place - what may pave been foundatien lines on the

g of graves hewn in

graves and group
t a little

1]
Pager writes that there are separate

Yhe pock on this side. I visited one low cave with such graves jus
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below (and i
(and again to the northeast of ) the top of the hill. There is a short

Passage
geway, then a room with a low curved roof and three rectangular graves=

®ne o
n every side except that of the door. Everything has been cut out of

the rock
+ Unfortunately I have been unable to find any other reference

to thi
8, and I do not know to what period the burials belonged.
The first part of the Tenea-Argolid route now uses the stony road followed

by th
e local bus for the village of Agionori. You walk southeast along the

ed
ge of the valley of Tenea (to Frazer "unattractive and inhospitable" but

to

me very much the opposite),where fertile fields slope gently upward on

eith s
er side of a dry stream bed.

ar
ea is left behind, and the road climbs up through the Kleisoura,
Soon the high conical hill of

Gradually the valley narrows, the cultivated
the broad

r
Ock-wa lled northern entrance to the passSe
gully to your left the usual rock

A "
glonori is visible in front, and in the
The

e of ruined wall, part of an old mill.

1 :
uteroppings sre varied by a piec
p of the mass

W
ell-preserved walls and towers of the medieval castle on to
roach the hill from the north and skirt

To your right another
at

5 .
f Agionori can be seen as you app

i

ts northwest side to enter & rqlling upland valley.
e of Nyphitza toward modern Stephani s
ined chapel of the Panagia,

thig crossroads Lolling says that there is & ru
: 36
traces of it.

v
%d leads off along the south sid

You are now about three=

bug T do not remember noticing any

nea, and the village of Agionori is visible to

Warters of an hour from Te
e same

‘ Your left, about half-way up the southwest slope of the mountain of th

;" h‘m° .
ess ends at a large fountain with stone

Lolling thought that this
h the

The road turns west, more of 1
o sizable drawbasine

ncient source in connoction‘wit
tioipate myself &

y
| Mlg, two stone spouts, and

¥y

k S the icy spring mentioned in an @
) _
vT°"°P¢{a3 an ancient route jn this aresa, and I will an
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37

little to take up this possibility. According to Lolling, because of its

®xtreme coldness this water near Agionori is famous, perhaps even superstitiously
fe‘redo but my guide = from Berbati, I admit - claimed that it was not unusually

%ld, and certainly the large cluster of Women and donkeys using the water

did not seem to be afraid of it. Unfortunately a storm was threatening and

I hurried by without sampling it myself. I did watch for reused blocks, but

Saw none.

Beyond the mountain your route pecomes & footpath, and you keep to the

loft, whenever there is a cutoff. In a few minutes the trail strikes up over

the high hill, leaving the rolling green valley behind. For about three-
Quarters of an hour you climb & crooked track of cut-up rocks, the right

8ide of which is marked by a long line of ggitish stones. From the summit,
G70m high according to Lolling's parometer, one can look south through a
| little ravine into the round Berbati valley far belows; in the distance are

| the narrow lower Kleisoura, the Argive plain, and the blue Argolic Gulf.
g downhill you can 8€° = far to your right - a wide deep

As you zigza
arently the southwestern end of the fertile

Yavine with plunging rock walls, app

perhaps in this gorge or in a smaller one nearby

‘alley you left behind you.
ted smow which is another possibility

%a§ the stream of spring water and mel
g dirt

Yor the source of the KOVTO‘!I’OPC/G.- your hill track levels out into
Yad - in not particularly good condition = which leads petween ~another

tony river bed in a calmer ravine on your

ocky hill on the left and a dry S

ricultural valley of Berbatie

The modern village straggles up & northeast slope & little farther One
Greek tower

| Bere travellers report the existencggof the foundations of & ‘
I did not find these and my friend

Yght into the flattish ag

| Mghg feet square at the town springs
But he did point out the site

g = across

: rbmn Berbati knew nothing of thems




17.

the empt
pty gully and to the west - of the old church of Agios Athanasios and

the Byzant
By ine chapel of Agios Georgios. The latter, according to earlier
40

visito s ’
rs (e.g. - Lolling), was decorated with numerous marble fragments;
41

Curti
us writes that there were some. pieces of the Corinthian ordere.

From
Berbati through the lower Kleisours (the narrow pass between £he

800 ,
[Fopes. et To tle west of it is the stony bed of the river identified by

Stef
fen as Pausanias® Asterion (Pause 2.15.5). Far to the west, beyond the

fie1

ds, are the high pointed peaks of Prophetis Elias and Szare, with smaller
A

grilo-Vunaki between and a little closer to us. The long high back of ancient

- towers to the south of the 1i
n top marks the Swedish

ttle

Buboes - modern Aetovouno or “Bagle Mount™

Plain, and at its foot a small hill with a rocky butte ©

ex . ’

cavations at Prosymns (Fige 4). Incidentally my guide did say that in
t

he tall trees by that little height is a spring with very cold watere

gether to pass through the long nar
& with earth part

River bed and road come tO row

nigh rock walls are clothe

lower Kleisoura (Fig. 8). The
ds) but above are cliffs, their verticsl

W,
Ay up (so that there are @& few fiel
The defile bends & 1ittle and is

£
Wces only occasionslly broken py cavese
turbing

it is a somewhat lonely and dis

&

lenger walk than one would expect;
ty

vine, even with harvesters coming bY» and one thinks of it as &n excellent

Place for an ambush, ancient Or moderte

r hours after leaving Tenea (and one and oné~

About four and one-quarte
the olive groves of the Argolid. The

are among
d one=half miles to the

- Warter from Berbati) you
l r{el'“um. on & 1éwer "§16p# of BubOCE: is about two an
11s) = four and one-half miles in the

m Chonika to the
st part - the

|

; Srthwest, My_cenae (hidden by the hi
i %

| Yame girection. If you take the trail and footpath fro Horseuily
which follows - for the mo

Ly
| Y% can return to Mycenae on & path
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K :
ine of the old Mycenaean roade.

This rout
o goes up and down over the ridges which connect Mt. Euboéa

with the Ar $
give.plain. About ten minutes from the ruins of the sanctuary

it passes -
just to the right of the royal tholos tomb excavated by Stamatakis

42
in 1878
H f :
arther on, it dips down %o ¢‘““{P""- now just a few trees and

buildin
gs and a well, but once perhaps the place of the Water of Freedom

Which
:Hera's priestesses used for purifications and secret sacrificese.

The wate
r is very cold and clear; the well itself contains many reused
Apparently there was once &

that

blo
cks, and one at the top shows rope marks.

Church
of the Pﬁnagia here, and so the spring is sometimes called by

43
Nape .
too, From this spot a trail, ever improving, leads down to Monasteraki

but I suspect that you would remain closer to

a
nd from thence to Mycenae,

the o
1d route if you went through the fields and along the path to the ruins

of th & .
e so-called "Cyclopean™ bridge just above the Inn of the Fair Helen

(F1

ge 6)o : :

) This wide causeway"of lerge unshaped blocks of local limestone

ar, and packed with smaller stones and
44

laid '
id in courses, more or less regul
and its

Clay "
y " crossed the ravine Chaos & ]ittle southwest of Mycenae,

o
ad presumably continued to the citadel on much the same route &s its

r

emote descendant, the modern asphalt highway .

£ the KovTo ﬂ'opsl/a 1 would like
in of Perseise

between

to mention

Before dealing with the problem ©
joch ran east from the Founta

On i
© more Mycenaean road, that wh
Tt |
S western end - between Mycenaé and the spring Perseia on the saddle
t there are remains

parantly left no traces bu
the west side of Eli
e climbed

ptinued

Py y
Ophetis Elias and Szara - has &P
rench went north around

ty
rther on. Near Perseia & D

d me testify, but another lin
pean bridge and ©
be definite

4
the ruts which the shepherd showe
&

gher in the saddle, went round 2 rise, crossed a Cyclo

pointed peak Agrilo There seem to

O
the south side of the =Vunaki.
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traces of the road on this slope (from which one can look down into the western

PArt of the mountain-ringed valley of Berbati); Steffen's map also marks
45
WMother Cyclopean bridge to the east. Lolling did not follow the route

Mich farther, but he thought that it must have crossed the brock a little

46
below Stephanj or at Kolondero; on their map Steffen seems to bring it

Into the Tenea-Berbati road at approximately the point where its modern successor

Comes in. It was thus Mycenae's most direct connection with Tenea and Corinthe

Unfortunately I did not follow this route beyond the rise behind Mycenae,

rvations on it; I plan to returm,
47

k from Perseia to the Mycenaean settlement at Berbati, and

And go T cannot give any personal obse

however , and wal

5o Prom the fountain northeast to Stephani and Agionori.
THE KONTOPOREIA

One of our routes gouth into the Argolid was known in ancient times as

the uovw-napmla,. pPolybius (16. 16) says that this Kontoporeia and Mycenae

Were very nearly southwest of Corinth (1ite Tos Koflvsou 20 gn.u--r,_ ""f’” Sovels

)(ﬂ /o.e(.:uva.s ) and speaks of someoné as entering the Kontoporeis and

Proceeding past Mycenae towards Argos (fapa. Tas M\)K,,v‘_s." e:s A”os), King

I?‘Zmemy, “in the seventh book of his _@men'caries (Ath. 2.43e), relates that

When he was advancing to Corinth by the so-called novrovroplla apd was ascending

the mountain ridge, he came to & spring with water colder than snow - 80

%ld, in fact, that though he drank it, many of his men did not, expecting

ge are our only classical references to the

- that they would be frozene. The

Youte under that special namej in attempts to determine which pass was

1nv°1vgd, the meaning of the name jxself (from ancient KoyTos = staff, rather

thln the modern nov-ro:- near) has also been taken into accounte

Ka/toﬂoraca- ngtaff-road® - would seem to indicate a route difficult

“nough, at least in part, to nake a staff useful. At once topographers think
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of Pausanias' short road fo i
r t . 2 '
E. active men (Paus. 2.15.2 = a.vgra'-cnv &.’afu‘voas...
t‘m)a.as), which goes through the ravine of Guni behind Agios Basileios and
on { i
down to Mycenae., Certainly Guni and part of the path around Prophetis
Elias at the end of that route were the most difficult pieces of terrain(worse

| than the hill southwest of Agionori in the Tenea pass) which I encountered oOn

my walks; & staff would have been useful in Guni, and yet troops could certainly

come down it in single file (and the rest of the march up from lMycenae warld:

Lot be much trouble). After going from Guni to Cleonai, they could continue

t
© Corinth by the shorter road along the Longopotamos or g° west to the site

0 —
£ modern Chiliomodion and come into the city from the east side of Acrocrinth.

48 49

leake and Frazer take the Agios Basileios pass as the Kov'ron'opm/a.

50 51,
Not so Curtius @and, apparently, Lolling., We have already noticed

that, s.ccording to Xenophon ( Hell. 4.40193 Ages.2.17), King Agesilaus marched

His route, the Agionori Fass, has:

' from the Argolid to Corinth viam Tenede

been considered the Kontoporeia along which Ptolemy'ss forces march

|
'. : .
PO this theory point out that Tenea is closer than Agios Basileios to. Corinthy

e Koyro- does not mean ®ghor

ed, Supporters

but this hardly matters becaus t" in this compound
trail by the Longopotamos could

the shorter Guni pass and the
from the

amount of time as the distance

Furthermore,

‘nds anyway,

br Obably be covered in ruch the same

that southern

]

uthern Kleisoura to Tenea and on north to Corinth.
/ S
7V¢s but mbrefo.fz. 'r; ‘HFMOV e
m-Barbati-Chonikw route 88

This last

f \ \
tgleiaouro. does not issue Wapd tas Mok
me sgainst the Tene

that perhaps Lolling's Mycen
to Agionori,

, l)61’“"7111 particular has decided
gean

[ %
& Kov'ro'n'opetf:. 1 do concede, however,
M going east of Perseia, around Agrilo=Vunaki, northeast
rs might £ill the gpecifications. However, t©

g down th
e ypper Kleisou

and I have

it
| e best of my knowledge, 1O oneelae nag OTeT suggested this,

| % ble it would be.
b yet walked the route to gee how suite it
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I am not h
elped by Ptolemy's icy spring. I have tested, seen, heard
”

or read of se i
veral springs in the general area, most of which could be cm sidered

to be o 3
n the king's path as he climbed & height on his way to Corinth, and
»

I coulrd
produce one = albeit not icy = for the Agios Basileios route, the

Mycenaea
n route, or the Berbati-Tene& route. At present I believe that the

odern village of Agios Basileios through the

Elias and Mycenae.

K ’
evToTopeia ran behind the m

re
‘ vine of Guni and the upland valley behind to Prophetis

My suggestion about the Mycenaean route and the northern Kleisoura was idle

Spe
Peculation but indicates @ possibility which I would like to check latere

4 11

MINOR ANCIENT FORTIFICATIONS IN. THE ARGOLID
n the Argolid jnclude at least fi
Most of these '

ve ancient

Minor smcient fortifications i
and seven blockhouséSe

| ¢
* orts, two watchtowers, two npyramids's
he north

put here only the defences to t

e indicated on the accompanying méP,
52

Y
nd west of Argos will be discusseds

One of the watchtowers is about four kilometers west of Ligourio and

b

degide the romd to Epidaurus,but the other is at the top of one of the northers
5%

| D
‘ Asses, and apparently just above the Nemea station of the railway. Ihi®
L
tter tower would seem to have commﬂnded the approaches in all directionss
he Gulf

ould see pcrocorinth to the north and t

fe
om it, on clear days, one ©
in diamnter)

£ only & round base (12 me
ck it out from below,
LeBe pord

gnal towers vak‘f“‘

op
- ! Nauplia to the southe At presen

el could not pi

op
rough polygonal masonry remai
oad.

when, I, ToURE
.‘ " 3
fth°ught that such works at Nemes and Digourie were: 3

f fortifications. .
valley which opens

b g
ut perhaps I may f£ind it n to the Agios sostls r
ruQ

Iy,
s ®d in the Mycenaean system ©
plockhouses is in the 1lOng

n=Argos highway &

the
the Argive

The best-preserved of
’ nd the apex of

modern Corint

[ %

|
i

0
the west of the




R

nd two - often four = roomso.
-
- Wterior of the building.

| "t d
ones are frequently found in t

by
. %8 small channels - perhaps for the wé

b .
| d been intended to be watchtowers,
| l‘181'161' s 43

positions from which more €

%
* battlements, they would 1O

*

{
i
|
|
|
1
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went past it
o Fro
m the eastern end of the valley (from whence My
cense cannot

VIR ——

Just east

the
gentle sl
slopes at the base of the high northern hills (Fi 7)
ge -
am-bed on the south side of the valleye

of
it a revms cuts down to the stre
bleck=

In pla
plan and purpose this blockhouse = generally known as the Nemea

h0u8e
- is a
very good example of the type, and so it will be convenient to

‘ﬁmmarize th
e general characteristics here. Such buildings are small, squar
’ €,

(ca, 7
o X7m. 5
o 10x 10m,), and built of polygonal masonry; the smallest may

y there are indications of partition walls

hq
ve only one room, but generall
The largest examples have & characteristic

or from which a side door leads to the

¢
ortress entrance wnd a long corrid
or battlements,

There are 1o windows, loopholes, :

storeys. Water basins and parts of mill

{ndeed, that at Neme&
ast wallse

ing
apparently there were no second
he building or nearby;

ter supply = in its north and €
roads; if they

khouses &re in low areas by

As a general rule the bloc
ted in

e e — =
SN

they would surely have beer erec

ould be seem. Since they have no loopholes

very formidable defences during

been useful a8

levy

t have peen

more gettled gzimes, they could have

-
Vagions, but, during
ons who could cont

rol the countryside,
uses to beat off
fourth

ede

1
trol stations for small garris
retire to the blockho

4 £it in with Argive nistory in the
nitely assigh
55

peen fairly defi
1t Was

a blockhous®e

%y
1 ¢
ls on travellers on the roads, and

situation woul
WO of them have
is the Neme

Y,
Ror attackse This

b
Y%ury, the period 0 which

b canpurpnaeibdings

One of these fourt
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excavated in 1
937 by Re and A. He Ehrich for L. E. Lord who published the

for finer details and many excellent photographs

results in Hesperia for 1938;

I refer yo
you to his article - here I will give only the more obvious factse

The buildi
ing, which on the inside is 9% 920 m., ig oriented almost exactly

the four exterior walls are almost perfectly

with the points of the compass;

o are not in as good condition and the

pr
eserved, but the partitions insid

The masonry, which Lord classifies as

8
mall rooms are now badly overgrowmne

is O

f fairly large conglomerate plocks laid

n
polygonal tending to ashlar™,
in sev i

en or elght rough courses; and the reSUIting walls, about 3 Me high’\
id transversely across each wall. There

|
. Aar
| e topped with a coping of slabs la
is
some drafting on the goutheast cornor of the buildinge.

The door, at the

80
uth end of the west side, looks out in the direction of Phlius (Fige 8)e
n entrance corridor and

nterior consists of a

The western half of the i
At the main door

n - of two more roomse

tw
o small rooms, the eastern sectio
and in the center

ngb and the door post,

Ll ‘
re cuttings for the wooden door
nner door is 1 fastening bolt,

plockhouse coul

rojecting on the ext

g hole for g vertica

0
£ the threshold of an i
h some

| o7
| °r a brace™.

a be supplied Wit

erior of the porth

Theoretically, the

a
+ . plock P
inA

| YMater by means of & channel.
n out bY ano

w&ll)’ put,
9), and no %t

ther Channel in

W
al]l (said water to Tru
in point of fact,

east
race has eve

' the gutside face of the

R
*e gcarcely more than goratches (Fige
-ing
' puildin with the spr
& possible aqueduct connecting thie part of the u g .
o to th west of the blockhous® ig & large roun
put prob:bly once

smaller gtonés,

it

| % the northwest. A 1ittl
1

f tone (hollow at the top), B

it
1 he lower part of @ mille

About 200 meters porth of

R
| % {n the center of th® plain (
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| trisngle), and
), and presumably watched over the road coming south from T
- rom Tretus
| y that running east to Mycenae as well (Fig. 10). Only the outli
and a few . i
stones of this blockhouse are left, and when excavated by L E

LOrd A Fl'ﬂn Z and “ |939 |
» L] t
» L] AO Roebu k i » it “B found tO h‘. e baen compl t
C n Vv ete y

red out i riy
n & 1 Christian tim
Clea e és, SO that we have no strong evidence for

the com
pass. The exterior measurements of the base are 9.30X 9,40 m. and

the inferi
erior polygonal masonry is of conglomerate blocks bedded on solid

POCk o 2
The wall 18 ¢a. 2 m. high at the southeast corner where it is best

Preg
erved, At least one block of 2 porth=south interior wall is still in

any other partitions or of an entrance

Place, but no trace was found of
iroad is a large drum and an upper mill=

Corridor. To the right of the rai
e were found traces:

to the north of the blockhous

8
j tone (Fige. 11), and 10 m.
|
W
; hich might have been the walls of & cistern.

e long valley which run ehind Phychtia there

s west b
59

Lord notes that in th
dimensions™,

He speaks of its

i
8 g "pyined fortress of considerable

ns that there are two res = one about k|
"‘

enclosu
60
g useful map;

Polypronal masonry, and mentio
s on the

the other ca. 20 me squar®
e S quunag Lehmenn marks these of hi
ical western Argive

the larger 1

k.

Orthern side of the valley (& tYP inlet, with higp hills
at the far © yehtis,
e of & revma and perhap

very effective

nd), about 500 me west of Ph

0 "
R either side and mountains
g 500 m. south of

g on the other sid
the first. The two together must have insured a control of
t desoription 7

-
Ad the smaller i

he weste
e, and hence ©X&c

a very ruinous stat
n 20 me gquare = or if 20me '
g |

west end of it il

t
' " road coming in from t

The larger enclosure is in
ave peen more tha

14
{ Y difficult, but it seems to h

square room,built on to the
ns about Tme

| 0 :
1 QU.re’ to have had & 7 m
the west wall ru |

| M
1 de, fThe north wa
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south i j
of it before ending just above & little tobacco patch; the patch is

about i
12 m. long, and counting the weedy intervals between tobacco and ruins

to
north and south, there is & good 20 me. between the north wall and the 7me
square room which begins just south of the second 1line of weeds. But perhaps

these are the two enclosures of the fort, and the 7 m. square building 500 me

to the south is another unexcavated blockhouse not listed with the others.

orthern walls of the larger enclosure are the parts

The western and n
b
est preserved. They arepolygonal and of rough conglomerate, and their present

o the west side) is 1,90 - 2.0 m.: The last few

maximum height (measured o
east end of the north wa
12) « The building was divide

11 are only an outline in smaller stones

meters at the
d by a north=

half buried in the ground(Fig.

which is still standing to & height of two

south partition well, part of
£ room is packed solid with 11

The bottom of the eas ttle stones =

farmers trying %0 clean th

the 7 Me Square room to the

courses.
The

e neighboring fieldse.

doubtless thrown in by
gouth; the

of the lower part of

same is true
r can be nade out from cong

lomerate blocks 12 situ

South side of this towe
W scattered

e north of the path up from Phychtis. There are & fe

just to th
nd the walls to the north.

blocks between this room &
. square puilding 50 full of rubble

had been driven throu

0 meters to the south was

The other 7 m
gh the interior and

When I visited the. site; ploughe
i11 quite clear, lefte It

west (two courses i

not many of the blocks &re

while the outline is st
t of

erved on the gouth, n one place) and par

£ the gtones ©&

ig pest pres
n be seen in & very low retaining

the north sides. A few ©
Wall by & nearby field.
5our10 and Kephalari are apparently also pbleck=

m pear Li
That by Ligourio is

but the other,

The two "pyramids
odd - and jnexpl

two courses above the

Royses, though of an icable = shape.
foundation,

on)ly stending to & neight of
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not far from Argos, is quite well preserved. It .is southwest of the modera

village of Kephalari and about two kilometers from the source of the Erasinusj

in ancient times it was just north of the road from Argos to Tegea, which
here goes west through the valley of the Cheimarros - the revma south of
the pyramid. The building stands on a foothill of Mt. Chaon, and L. E. Lord
thinks that while travellers from Argos, Tegea, and Mantinea could come quite

close before bheing noticed, those from Sparta might be visible for some time

62
before they arrived.

The pyramid at Kephalari was excavated by Wiegand in 1901 and by the

Ehrichs for L. E. Lord in 1937; consequently, for a detailed description

and numerous photographs one

7 (pp. 498 = 527). He gives the measurements at the base as 14.70 m. on

the west, 12.58 m. on the north, 8.62 me. on the east, and 8.61 me on the

Bouths the smaller figures for the latter two sides are due to the offset

for tnhe door in the southeast part of the building. The east wall is best

Preserved (in one place to its woomplete original height" of 3.40 me.), the

North and south sides being in poorer condition (but even on the south the

goes up above the foundations for five courses) and the e

Polygonal masonry
d level these outer walls are 8'-9" thicks

West rather fallen down. At groun

their inner surfaces are vertical but the outer faces incline inward, thus

formine the frustrum of a pyramid (which DeVer was complete). The masonry,
rming

of 5 local hard grey limestone, is of larger blocks at the bottom, smaller
s loc

etimes very small stones are used (Fig. 13). The polygonal

farther up, and som
yemes blockhouse but still indicates a

fourth
Vork is better than that in the

Sentury date. o
jde is the characteristic fortress en ’

Tn the south part of the east 8 |

ning above cuttings for a lintel (Fig. 14). More

h‘re with a triangular ope

should again consult Mr, Lord's article in Hesperia
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cuttings for door bars are on the north side of the doorway, and behind it

@ long passage runs west to the far wall. There another door leads from the

corridor into the interior; the stone jambs can still be seen. An east-

west partition divided the rest of the building (7.10 me square according

to Mr. Lord) in half and there are cuttings for beams in the north wall,

buﬂnot very much is known about the inner rooms. Mortar was used for repairing
date = and is to be found in the interior,

64
), nor on the

the pyramid = perhaps at a very late

but not below the floorline ("except perhaps in the cistern"

exterior. Because of this mortar the building, which has been dated as early

88 the sixth century B. C. has also been placed in the first century Be Ce3

Mr, Lord would date it in the fourth century on the basis of stylistic reasons

and the parallels in the Nemea blockhousCe

Yet snother blockhouse lies about 425 me southeast of the pyramide In

May, 1954, it was & 1ittle difficult to find, because the few blocks were

quite inconspicuous among the stubble of the field. It is still north of

pink oleander was blooming when I passed

the Cheimarros (in whose dry revma

by), and was closer than the pyramid to the old road from Argos to Tegea.

When excavated by Le Eo Lord, Ae Frantz, and C.A. Roebuck in 1939, it toe

Wag found to have been cleared out in early Christian times, and hence gg

Ceramic evidence of occupation in the Hellenistic period was discoverede

and was oriented slightly off the points

The building was 10.20 m. square
polygonal

oOf the compass; its walls, set On poros foundations, were ipferior

mestone 88 the much better work in the nearby

Mgonry of the same local 1li
is especially

Kephglari pyramid. At present the outline of the blockhouse's walls
Clear on the west and south sidese One can also make out»the rems.ins of

few reused blocks; perhaps some of the

ary building 1ater

lnterior wnllé of small stones and &

Other small stones scattered about are from the supplement
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erected at the southeast corner of the main structure.
66

Farther up the valley are two more blockhouses, both about 7 me. square.
They too are on the old road from Argos and Mantinea; apparently the eastern

one is at the place from which the traveller gets his last glimpse of the

Gulf of Nauplia, the western at the point where the route splits = one line

crossing over to Mantinea via the Pass of Ilu'do, and the other going southwest ; i

to Hysiai and thence by Perthenion to Tegéfe. A shepherd to whom I talked

knew of the existence of these ruins, but, unfortunately it was too late to

One last western blockhouse is about 4 kilometers from Lerna and perhaps

place on the modern highway to Tripolis where

visit them on that particular daye 1
40 meters to the right of the |
i
|

the climb up through the hills beginse I did not stop to look at it, but
67

according to Mr. Lord only & few gtones are left, Apparently it was 7.10

ted on the lines of the compass, and built of the grey lime= ’ﬁ

, gquare, orien
Kephalari

Stone, the polygonal work being inferior to that of the blockhouses at

Like the structures at Mycenae

ind Mycenae. No jnterior walls were found.
uitable

/
~ %nd phychtia it was built in a plain = in & location not partioularly 8

very useful for & control station on an ancient roade

for a watch tower but

L1 EMENION, SEPEIA, AND THE ERASINUS |
| |
Temenium was a small town on the Argive coast, Strabo (86 Do 368) |

L
n Argos and by the ses; pausanias (2.38.1) |

Yayg that it is 26 stades fro
adds that there are

nce from Nauplis &8 50 stades and

%3t imates the dista
rodite and & tomb of Te

menus at the placee

“hctuaries of Poseidon and Aph

d a few £inds on
round between the mouth ©

the site, early travellers 1ocated

From this data an
£ the Inachus and

lometers

‘lremenium-on s stretch of firm &

nus (Fige 16) 3
prosperous little vil

th o 3 the area is about 6%'ki
| ' estuary of the Erasi
lage of Nea Kios

and the

o
: Sutheast of modern Argos»
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68 69
is now a few meters north of the waterfront. Descriptions in Frazer 'and

70

Curtius dwell on the flat swampy character of the rest of this coast; Leake,

as a matter of fact, did not visit Temenium because that part of the plain
71

was too marshy at the time of his trips = But in June of 1954 .1 found the

ancient site and most of the lower coast toward Myloi and toward Nauplia

quite dry, except for the occasional stream and a strip of reeds (cae 20 me

wide) which lies between the sea and the road running east of Temeniume.

Frazer writes that on the shore are foundations, blocks of masonry,

fragments of tiles, and sherds; in the sea - remains of a mole of large

72
stone blockse Unfortunately I did not find anything - even sherds - which

7%
looked particularly ancient, but that might have been due to the increased

activity in the district. Fertile farms now £i11 the lower part of the plain,

and there is a factory to the west = and another to the east = of the higher
ground of classical Temenium. The mole has been replaced by a pier (very
long because the water is quite shallow) to which the calques comee

| harbour of Temenium'WhiGh gives the site its interest for

It is this
me, Im 417 the democrats at Argos pegan to build Long Walls down to the

gulf, Thucydides (5.82¢5 f.) tells us that they were afraid of the Lacedaimonians
And thought that if the Spartans cut them off from their land, the Athenians

ns by se&e. Alcibiades is supposed to ha&ve urged

Sould bring them provisio
e brought carpénters and stone masons o

rom

them to build the walls and to hav

The Argives, their wives, and their slaves

Athens (Plute Alcibe. 15.2-3)

‘ 1 t
"orked diligently, but the next winter
and tore down the walls - pres

(exdept for the Corinthians) came
Dicdo Sict 120 81) °

he Lacedaimonians and their allies

umably not

The projebted terminus

Yot rinished (Thuc. 5.83+123
J 11 t have been the nearest suitable harbour, and Temenium
Or these walls mus |
) thinks that this

‘ e eVo ion
h‘s often been suggested. B, Meyer (_.__—-R’ E. 8.V. Temenio

W***——————---llllllllIllllllllllllllllllllllll
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;urmise igs correct and a visit to the area showed me that Teménium really

is the most likely place.

A brief walk to the east or west takes you to names familiar from earlier

Argive history. In the plain east of the Inachus was fought the Battle of

Sepeia (traditional date - 494 B,C.) in which Cleomenes - according to all
: 74

accounts by a trick - decisively defeated the Argives. He had landed his

troops at Nauplia and camped in the neighbourhood of Tiryns; the Argives,

when they learned of his arrival, marched down to the sea and to a place

called Sepeia, which was near his position. Later on the Spartan king impiously

burned a grove of Argos; it too must have been in this plain.

Cleomenes had originally sntended to invade the Argolid from the south-

west, but was prevented by the river Erasinus, which flows just to the west

of Temenium (Fige 16). According to Herodotus (8.76) he came to the banks

and sacrificed but then turned and led his troops to Thyres (whence they

later sailed to Nauplia)because the victims were not favorable for crossing

the ‘stream.
for a traveller undeterred by such religious socruples the Erasinus

Even
ver to forde The ancient Greeks explained its

is not everywhere an easy ri

y of water by the theory that it all came underground from
75

the Stymphalian Lake. Near the eastern foot of Mt. Chaon, where the river

it does flow in shallow channels at times only

Plentiful suppl

Mughes forth from the rocks,
17), but lower down, on the other side of the modern
’ .
see the bottom. Not far fro

A depth of 6-7 feet

| %ne oot deep (Fige
its mouth Erasinus

hi%hWay, one sometimes cannot m

s about 20 feet wide and probably more than 7t deep.

eon the shore and the asphalt. Admittedly

8 ysual for a long stretch betw

in June€ pefore the long and I

hot summer months, |

i th°80 figures were taken
t much water in the river, but it is

i 'y not know if there is always ‘tha

'—————----llllIlllllllll.lllllllllllll
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interesting to note that the stream was so high at a time when all the other
rivers of Argos were already dry (though the.sea was kindly flowing up Inachus’

| mouth for a few meters - Fig. 18) and Eurotas in the Laconian plain was reported
76

to have no more than three feet of water in its deepest places. Erasinus |

flows all year round, and because of that fact and its own beauty and that

of the fertile country which it waters, well deserves the name “the lovely
river™, Its course is very brief but difficult to estimate (Frazer, OPe

333-. P. 211 - ca., 3 miles; Clark, OP- cit., p. 101 - "something more than

& mile™) because it winds so much; the walk from the mouth to the caves
o

%t the springs by Kephalari is pleasant and tekes at least two hours.

1V ORNEAI

Orneai, like Cleonai, appears sufficiently often in fifth century Greek
| history to make one curious about it. Strabo (846417 Pe 376) describes the i
yon

| L3 o c
| Place as an Argive ““9‘? and Pausanias (2.2566) remarks that Phlius and Si

so Orneai would seem to have been & border Lown

Are on the other side of 4%,
) ’ 3 i d
s in the northwest corner of the Argolide It ie PRI

ps (Ile 2.571) and was appa

| ln one of the valley
rently supposed

in the Homerié¢ Catalogue of the shi

| to be very old. E. Meyer (R, B. S-X¢ orneai) thinks that the

town was still

he cites as evidence Pausanias 10,1845,

es
as a thankofferinSﬁ

111dependen’c in early historical tim
Where we read that the Orneates g&ve pronze figures to Delphi
[ r = Vicﬁory over the Sicyonianse put Argos seems to have subjected Orneal
2,25,6 where we &re told that the Argives

- Wite early (Paus. 8.27.1 and cf.
v me arperioecic community

{
s e KW beca
Ymoved all the citizens to Argos) s the KW e
(5
| _ OpvEQT@ Was another word for per
" her powerful southern neighbor opveq

A 4
Mantinea in 418 troops from Orneai fough

| 08 &
i Ar 08 (Cf ° HQrOd. 8 073) ® A ‘
vé\ : s 5067 72.4) ; casualties among the Cleonaians,
| "} allies of the Argives (Thucs 9¢>'?

i
1
it
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ns 8 i B )
g i i
o

town; nettl
ed i :
, the Argives - with the aid of Athenian reinforceme Y %
nts - took

ks ® L o

for some di
I ffe tai rn ha r
rent details). But Orneai must ve risen again for in 352
" :

the Lacedai ting the Arglv ained posse ion
imo i i
nians who had been fighting Argives nearby, & i possess
of the cit i @8 t : Y trabo
D )
y ( iod. 16.39.4;. In later years he place declined until S
L

(846,24
p.382) in the first century BeCe could describe it a8 desertede

e the site has never been definitely jdentifiede

To the best of my knowledg
(2\.25-5-6) that it

and that it contained

was 60 stades from Lyrkeia, just

We
know from Pausanias
a sanctuary and

as 3
Lyrkeia was 60 stades from Argos,
rtemis as well as a temple

to all the gods s Strabo

an upright wooden image of A
(8.6424
p. 382) adds that there Was a famous shrine of Priapus, and that

¢ named Orneas after t

he town jtself. This

th v W
e river flowing by the town W&
ream running
4 down from an older lo

py Leondi and PalaiOvLeondi (now

Ly
iver is apparently the st
cation in the nills)

nod : W
ern Gymno, for Gymno has move
but pursian

to U
join Asopus from the weste ROSS8 looks for Orneai by Leondi,

Pr ;
efors Balndoseondls, whiohyieyslao iy cholee.

p from Argose.

Argive troops marching oB orneai

Let us examine +the route u
petween the Lariss&

y. by the gptq at Deiras, the ridge

w
ould leave their own cit
Man‘bineﬂ road (FigO

19), which crosses

would follow the
goes u

And the Aspis, and
y, and finally

p the Inachus valle

t
he Charadrus and Inechus Rive
n now known &8 1T£r1t5but in ancient
me to Lyrkoil:

Pagses over Mt. Lyrkeion &t the not®
80
tades from Argos
taine

t

imes called Kx.’}m,;. When 60 8

017 p’376
) thinks that it

rs,

they<wou1d co

) whose exact location 1s not cer

was &b gcheno¢

o the Inachus

Y
other Argive Ké},(strabo 8
nori, e

23, PPe 232-23%

Rengudin(Ba.CoHs, 19
¢ the hills B

ear the entrance v

K.
illage on the south slope ©
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5,3‘.

1
placed elsewhere = Leake (Peloponnesiaca, Pe 268),

Velley, but it has been

marked by the
ruins (only a few feot high) of a square nedieval tower built
81

ground is said to be strewn with gherds. It

on Greek foundations; the

ed with the Seminthos ravaged along

i
8 true that Skala has also been jdentifi
with oth
er places by Agis and the Lacedaimonians in 418 (Thuce. 5.58.5), but
82

Schenochori 1is perhaps & little

thi 4
s identification is probably incorrecte

too cl
ose to Argos, but Skala (cos 16 kilometers from Argos
8%

y very well pe ancient Lyrkeia.
o4 northwest along the ri

you turn right on & Gr,}u
942, This road fol

) is about the

right distance and ma
ver valley; @

From Skale the route continu
6%105

n village of Sterna
lows

little beyond the méeder

Spol -

pouos, in good sonditton sid Bull BBy o8 Italians in 1
nds up among

esquely eroded cliffs,then furns and Wi

a
stream bed between pictur
yern mountains is magnificont. Soon

t 4
he hills. The view back to the wes
11ley orossed D

y a dry river ped; then there

0
ne enters a pretty upland v&
ploughed fields.

hills and another open gstretch with

100k down int

Are more scrub=covered
valley with

o & large fertile

Further climbing allows one to
eondi

this last is t gymno OF palaio L

ne territory of
a and the

Plots of waving grains
nd most attracti

d between Stern

ve piece of lan
and its 1itt1e

51en (Fie "')

Wnd the largest &
o the north, peondi

Bayond. t
ge to phliuse

Phliasien Plain (Fig. 20)-
o in OB the passa

eights °©10°
¢ne souther

San be seen before the h
n entrsnce tO gymno's valley 8r°
jetle

Just south of the rise 8
oan tower, TH® i ;

f a cyclop
Unfortunat°1y I

8
upposed to be the ruins ©
ded by # few cypressese

k{11 to the east of & gpring she
eat hurrye

ks in

4 dusk and in & g¥
o thought the

route #
£ thé ploc

W
ent along this part of the

anWing of the existe
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f1l°°nic statement =
i did not see anything (except,
L

| lagsical Greek period but the

1
| te was in their valley,

he
! Useg in the northeast
B
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the d
e distance were probably more deceptive outcroppings and so did not investigate

But the people of Gymno claim that the ,Boovo)m’.i(:' is the site of an ancient

tower; +they say that the big stones are mostly scattered, that no part "
the wall is now more than a meter high, but that the outline can be made

out. The ancient road from Orneai to Lyrkeia must have passed close by,

and this could be one of the blockhouses often found in such locations. At

any rate I would like to return and see what the ruins are and if the "tewer™

could have been one of Mr. Lord's Argive Woontrel statlio o

My strongest reason for considoring the valley of Gymno (or Palaio Leondi)

to be that of Orneai is its nature and location. Tt is in approximately

the position indicated by the encient sources; it has the river - now called

Gymno after the modern village just &8 it was once known as Orneas after

the ancient town, And, most of all, it is by far the largzest area of fertile

land in the neighbourhood and has 81 excellent water supply; I simply cannot

belieye that the Orneates would have been content with any of the poorer
Of interest is the fact that Gymno' s

8lens when they could have had this onés

o northern border of the modern Argolid; when you

Valley is now part of th

Yeach Leondi, you are in corinthian territorye
| . tg
o information about its 4pYala than Frazel
I arrived at Gymno with no mor PX 84

tpuins are said to exist® at
one stone) which date
nced that the ancient

Palaio Leondi. Unfortunlt°1Y.

perhapPss d from the
yillagers, who are convi

showed me gome later remainse ID and among.the

pble wall which

{llege is a curving ru
where

in one place

r and some

part of the V

n & large circle of roughly 60 hektaria s

Said to run i
ound it 18 held

together with morte

4
and thexP°°p1°

b&rely appears &bove the gr

£ it is abod wide on tOP,

{ . t 1'% Me
At hricks. At this pein
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claim that it goes down about 1 m. and has large stones at the bottom. (On

request they will show this rather late specimen - ask for the "theater™).
They also reported that a limestone lion's head was found here and is now .

in the museum at Nauplia. In another wall behind the piece with mortar I

saw & reused block which seemed quite old; it was one half of a round stone

(which looked somewhat like marble) with a large hole pierced through the

middle (i.e.- "

i
To the east of the valley is the high mountain of Megalovouni. On its

at least 500 meters from the road to Leondi,

heaps which are pointed out as more &rX@ﬁL. A long elliptical stony ared , |
A
|

smaller enclosure is said to have been

are rubble

lower slopes, and

is called th { f 3
e/uc\«a-ko KTipioy s @
soteiris. Farther down are supposed to have

the site of the church of Agia
ing wallse

e look like any other rubble retain

been fﬂ#na.but the remains ther
good Byzantine ‘

7
etauo K'flfnov I found two

However, in the field near the/p
The villagers also

sherds (one from the lip of & dish)
bout the finding of I\a.-rlvcxal. jnsceriptions in &
856

untaine

which make a joine.

told me a wonderful story &

cave by & small revms high up on the mo
on the slope of Megalovouni

n a church with By

in pyzsntine

There must have been something
‘ L antine
' and/or later times - even if it was not much more tha 2

@ put I thi perhaps

pletes on the facade nk that the.classiCll town Was
ymno where the water sup

~Over at the modern village of G BV particulafly
on's head is sup i i
Vs where the land rises qu
southern entrane

posed to have peen founde

good and that limestone 1i ;
ite steeply b0

es to

is at the western end of the valle

the mountains; it is quite far ¢rom the northern o |
1e unti

its district and strangers frol Arpgos or Fhlius would not be 41 J%

ruins on Megalovoun;, not -

from the
they were inside the valley jtselfl, but

!
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miich more ‘can be seen in the direction of Argos, and in the dirsction of

Phlius only the neighboring valley of Leondi and a little of the passage

beyond are clear.

The district of Orneai or Gymno has better natural connections with

the north and the Phliamsian plain than with the south and the Argolid, how=

ever. The road north is much shorter and keeps to the flat land at the botton

of the valleys; whereas it took me 2% hours to climb through: the mountains

and upland glens between Sterno and Gymno, less than an hour's walk was

necessary for the stretch between Gymno and the edge of the Phliasian plaine

One goes through the valley of Leondi (much smaller than that of Gymno but

8till fertile) and a rather narrow ravine beyond, and then one is in the
' 87

southwestern corner of the 1arge prosperous plain of Phlius (Fig.22).

gome distance to the north (at least 750 meters) and on rising ground

are ruins called CEVToJKJa(-"trunk, pox" in Modern Greek). They are 2 =

2% k., from Leondi and watch over the road coming up from Orneai and Argive

territory to the Phliasia. presumably they are the remains of a Fhliasian

fort., There is & well-constructed ashlar wall of large conglomerate blocks

(Fig. 23); it runs more or less east-west and at one point the masonry is

Preserved to a height of three courses of ashlar (and beneath the lowest row

of ashlar is a course of smaller 8t°n°s)‘ At the western end you can trace

the wall for 4:m. before coming to & g#P °f ca. 3 m. where there may have

Then there is & glight jog and about another 20 m. of

e of theé ashlar). At the eastern end is a path

been an entrance.

Wall (usually just one cours

probably not
ne width of a narrow road might be in situ.

jn situs One or two more blocks which
And the block beyond is —_——

Are south of the wall by about t
trered around;

In the field nearby are coarse sherds

one just north of the wall has ®
4 few other blocks are 8C8

Shallow cutting cae. 14"% 28" on tope




The structure was pointed out to me &s

and several large pieces of tiles.

a pOSSiblC ca did
ndidate for the ruins at Orneai » and once I rejected 1t 44l i
]

not worry t
y too much about what it actually was; I suppose that it was some
8

sort of fortigfi i =
1f1Ca‘t10n of the GI'GQI( period perhaps fourth century mlyb@
»

a l1i
ttle earlier, quite possibly latere.

"V HYSIAI

|

est to the northwestern poundary of the Argolid;

Orneai was the town near
Hysiai
was its counterpart in the southwestern section of the state. Pausanias

8. Y
(8.54.7) tells us that the boundary between Tegea and Argos w

as near Hysisle

Th :
e place is variously described as & K(.J/L"l(St!‘wb.. 9,404 Steph. ByZe 8eVe

€

/ / :

Yria), & wauov('frhuc. 5.83623 piode Sice 12.81), a ¢PoJP|ov(Diod. Sice
Strab. 8.376), this last because

ibid.)and a Towos "vugr:/tos 'r.;s Anokmﬁs (
n the plain nearby

rtans by Pheidon of Argos i

of the famous defeat of the Spa
Hysiai) .thinks that

e - 669/668 B.Cp). Balte (R' E. BeVe

(traditional dat
¢ a very early time, but regards as unhisterical

Hysiai beceme dependent o Argos @
_27.1) that the EOWE:
rease the strength of Argese

like other little cities of

Pauseniss' statement (8
s depopulated to inc Tn the winter

s - and their &

the Argolid, wa
nthians

llies except for the cori

of 417/416 the Laceds imonian
~ not only tore down the Argive Long qalls, but also called ot Hysisie Thucydides
(5.8%.2) tells us that they took the place and slew all the freemen whom

adds

e jphabitants,

5,81) who hes them Killing all th
r on, bub

they caught; Diodorus (1
£ was quite possibl

v restored late

that they razed the ¢po$f.ov. I

usanias’ i
avelling to Hysiel

me (Pause. 2.,2447)

would take the old rosd

the town was in ruins in Fa

s an Argive Ur

past Mte
the Cheimarruse

In ancient time
£he
to regea. He would 80 south pycone and M. Chaot, would oTos®
1f he was & man of &

Rraginus and turm up the valley of
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un

of the blockho i i a ove
uses (1nclud1ng the Kephal sebo Pyr'amid) before going south
r

ally identified with the ruins at Sta Nera) o

Nt i
t. Pontinus to Cenchreae (gener

dern road to proceed

From Ce
nchreae he would descend to the route of the mo

which was located on & hill in the north=

1 .
he last two miles west to Hysiai,
sastern ‘
part of the mountain-ringed valley of Achladokambos88
find the ancient site on the left

A modern traveller from Argos will
s of the present

the uppermost of the khan

/ A
ch of the Ogotorov -rqs nfmanis.

is chapele It

sid
e of the asphalt and very near

t from the inn is & chur

village., A few fee
gysiai is just beyond th

and th 3
e hlghost rise of the hill of
1 one

1, though ©0B€
o valley far below (Fige

does not realize the fact unti

is really s very large hil
24), sand f rom

is on the flat floor:of the fertil
trict and the gre

y-green mountains around i8

the citadel the view of the dis
th is the pointed 25), and

jts range you notiec

peak of Parthenium (Fige
e - a little in front

£ palaio-Mouchlie

splendid. To the sou

as you look west and pnorth along

n bears the ruined medieval castle O

roads O Arcedia an

~ the rounded height whic
e geen

d Sparts can D
g vital conneC

yorth

ancient
tion

The route of the modern and

Hysiai we.tched over thi

jum's north foots
g = to that facte

‘ going around Parthen

r importence - sli
ah with the Jjagg

. and owed most of he ght though it wa

y again is Artemisi

r mountains

and to the east

e valley

of the highwa
just above Hysiai

4 corner °f th
aces by the hand

i!l the foreground. The othe
ressive, S southeas

are high but not as imp
ewhat lowered in pl

the railroad finds & Way (admittedly go
Z of man) to slip out to the se#e
ﬁ On our site the early yravellers found walls and sherdse Lebas gives
| g of the acropolis and narks walls on the norths
owere at

e fortification
1 as round t

% plan of th
as wel

West, and a few meters ©
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89

(op, cit. -
op, cit., p. 329) was at Hysiai in 1856, many of the stones had just been

removed -
and apparently more were going to be = for use in houses nearby

The north X
ern half of the western wall was being destroved and the tower in

the midd 2
iddle of that side had also disappeared. In view of this I wes perhaps

lu i
cky to find as much of the fortifications as I did - a long stretch of

wall
on the north side, a very small piece on the south, traces on the west
]

but no towers anywhere (Fig. 29).
ut 36 m. long (Fig. 26). For a fairly

The wall on the north is now abo
but

8i N
izable stretch in the middle it is preserved to a height of 2.3l m
L L)

he east end you can just make out

at either end it is quite low, and at
Halb

the line of it. Frazer describes the masonry as polygonal, adds tha
90

sonry"; one can recognize the

rests on "a foundation of regular ashlar ma

\
the regular ashlar foundations. The bottom

pPolygonal but I could not make out
per part to the ashlar style,
As the early travellers report,

but even the bottom is

is closer than the up
not particularly close to IS lar ashlare

places in this walle

rth the ground drops down quite steeply

mortar is visible in many

Below the fortifications on the no

n the east side - where I found no ancient

the slope ©
ropolis

to a little ravine;
& of tha south part of TESEES

ronounced, and mos
pere fell away sharply enough to give it

t end of +the sou

blocks - is also rather P
ed because the rock b
th side,

127) o

Wa.s never wall
put just at the wes

sufficient protection (Fige
ow meters of P idden bY

os (8t most 3 ft.) higho

olygonal masonrys nearly h

beyond the cliffs, are & i
i could not

bugshes, the stretch is only 2 cours
8ee any mortar in it. The west gide of the citadel has & more grlduﬂl slope®
jons or par®

blocks in situ (foundat
the line of tha

me

nd there are SO
¢ wall

Sng at its southern ©
for & ghort distance

Of the lowest course) and hence




{
|
i
)

40.

too can be made out,

The sherding on the acropolis is very good. Leake comments ong‘;ho fact

and apparently took "an ancient weight for spinning" away with him. In

the grain fields on the height I found some fragments of tiles, some ;;&rse

pieces of inferior black glaze. There

sherds, and a great quantity of little

any ancient
was more glaze just below the southern wall, but I did not notice any

laine

gherds or tiles on the long steep slope petween the summit and the p
i 4
The black glaze - somewhat dull, oceasionally unevenly applied oF i
ion

truct
particularly poor quality - may date from the period before the des

on
or from a reoccupation of the citadel later

'
of the tppoulmov in 417/115.
The site seems b0

- perhaps in the late fifth century OT in the fourth.

te
jndeed the walls, if not quite la

have been used again after 417/416;

e much

themselves, were certain

later then the fourth century B.Ce.
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FOOTNOTES

1., I ' .
have found Sideris' map AF’I"OI\IAOKOPINO(A—AANA;'KAAM very useful and
have appended a section of it to the end of the papere. This map, un=

y details in the mountainous areas, but
f
|

fortunately, does not give man
Most of the modern roads

one can obtain some idea of the terrain from it.
were found to be as indicated bY gideris; - ‘where they are not,
corrections OT gdditions on the mape H. Lehmann's map .
Army 1

I have ¢ I

made the necessary

in the first volume of his Argoiis
g = do not jnclude all the distr

(Athens, 1937) and the British
icts jnvolved in

Map - Sheet.8 Korintho

this paper but they seem to be more scourate and certainiyElveistas de LAt 8 ’

(e.ge~ carefully indicate the heights with contour lines); ‘the Army MEP 1
gh not ‘4

g in the mule paths and gives the names = thou

g =ief most of the more prominent peakse

led maps in his 5&£E§11§£Ll§§22&£

in particular mark
For

always the best known name

the area around Mykenad gteffen's detel

(Berlin, 1884) are very usefule
(Il. 290) but mede a mistake

4 to Argos - about twe

Eustathius copied Strabo here,
- as

2, ‘Strabo 8.377;
nty miles

and gives the distance fprom Cleona
jes

Alegen, WENL—

20 stades.
gleonai, and C.ife

3s On this route see polte, R. E. _s_.j_-
yalley of Cleonai

¢ Settlement in the V& _—*—

(Cambridees Masses

A Prehistori

p.- 1.
g known about Cleonai,

nt of what 1
t border of

4, For a concise accou
rn P‘rt

eonai on the €8

sory/ofs O
in ‘the porthe

82) puts the terri
4 to Cleonai, We.s

5, Strabo (8.3
ch pelong®

and Bembina, & Képq whi

of the valley of N eme&e
rum A Manual of Greek Numismat

8. B.Vs Head, Historie Numo
nd
2 edo, po 4400 ; . 31170; w

rmation on thi

gt subsequent ac

g and Argo

7. For mors info
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cit., 726-726.

Be
See Strabo 8,377 and Bustathius, E}: 290, for references to the Cleonates®

part in the destruction of Mycenae.

9. See Het‘d. -.-?_p-’ Ci‘b., p. 44‘

10, Cf, Bustathius, Il., 290 who here copies Strabo correctlye

nd Gardner, Numismatic Commentary on Pausanias (reprinted

11. Imhoof-Blumer a

from J. H. S, 1885, 1886, 1887), p. 32, suggest that this statue is

reproduced on & bronze coin from the time of the Emperor Geta where the

obverse type is an archaic Athena in the pose of the Palladia = standing,

and holding lance and shield.
- nd
tion of Greece, 2  ed. (London, 1913),

12.J. Go Frazer, Pausanias' Descriptio

vol. 3, pe. 83e
raphical Tour through Greece (London,

1%, E. Dodwell, A classical and Topog

1819), vol. 2, P 206.
riicke aus Griechenland (Basel, 1875),

rinnerungen und Eind

|4, W. Vischer, Erl

p. 2864

15, Frazer, op. Cite, pe. 83

le. I.Go 4o 4843 Collignon, B.C.H.'&(1880). ppe 46-47,

roh. Anz. 28(1918)s 113.

17. A, Frickenhaus, A
1§,Ibid,, 114-116. Unfortunatbly the whole of the enclosure was 1nob cleared
and I have been unable  to find

n War broke out,

in 1912 when the Balke
sk at the gite, When I V

risited Cleonei I

references to any further wor
r the ruins

I did not see either it ©

did not know of this excavations and
of the exedra.
19, Moaseas F.H.G. 3.151.9 in schol. pinde Ol. 10.34g; pind. 0l. 10637
20, p8lte, ope Site, 72%¢
g5 and the further reference there cited.

21, Frazer, OP: cite, Peo
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22, W. Gs Clark, Peloponnesus: Notes of Study and Travel (London, 1858),

.pps 64=65." For Frazer's view about the ruts see Frazer, OP. cit., Ve,

‘Pe 86.

23, W. Vischer, op. cit., Pe 29Q. |

24, W. Gell, Itinerary of Greece (London, 1810), p. 26

25. W. Vischer, op. cit., pe 290

26, W. Gell, op. cit., p. 26
n's Karten von Mykensi (Berlin, 1884), Pe 43¢

27. He Lolling in Steffe
28, Frazer, op. cit., Pe 87«

29, Ibid., p. 87
t as OTO

30. The villagers will show you the site; they seem to spesk of 1

pouwﬁ

31, For a concise account of what is

known about Tenea gee B. Meyer, E;E-

SeVo Tenea.
e cult of Apollo at Tene

32, Despite all these references o di
a few kilometers to

known as the ApOllo of Tenea was found at Athikia,

the northeasto.
33, Be Curtius, Peloponneggg_(G°th" L o

34, Frazer, op. cite, Pe 39. 1
ol n
1,ondon, 1846), p. 400, suggests the®

35, W. M. Leake, Peloponnesiace (
robably bor®

e town pegide

T2 the same name 38 0
ancient times the river P

ite.

36, H, Lolling, Op. ¢ite P° 45.

37, Ibid., p. 45.

38, Ibid., pe 45.
is towere
39, Frazer, op. cit., Pe 88, mentions thl \

40, Lolling, ope cite, Pe 45

a, the kouros
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41 L] i v °
Curtlus’ Op. Cit. 2 P 514
» L ? o

4z, For fu r
rthe i
information on this tholos tomb see the publication by P
y °

Stamatakis i
kis in Ath. Mitt. 3(1878), pe 271 Bife

\ses of the Water of Freedon and that

43, Pa
us. 2.17.1 tells us the special U
steffen,

it flows
by the road which connects Mycenae and the Heraeume

"
itz-M01lendorff, Hermes 19(1884),

41 f., and U, vOR Wilamow
panagia well; perhaps

E_BQ Cit.’ p.
ppo 463~ i

465, think that pausanias 1is referring to this
as to render negligible the fact that

it
s ritual use was so important
C, Wal dstein,

le to the sanctuarye But

it
had to be transported ca'a"ﬁ
v dbfipydls ., 80

n and New york, 1902},

4 others

The Argive Heraeum (Bosto

s the Revma tou Kastrou, the rocky Tavine

rs found & subterranean

thi
ink that the Water of Freedom 1
Here the excavato

NW of the hill of the Heraeull
toward Argos, the temple, and the SEe

venues leading
ter only when there

conduit with three a
ijs raine

However, this revma now has wa
logical gistory and Guide (PrARCSTER 1948)5

4.,
A, Wace, Mycenae AN Archaeologls——

ps 276

#6. Hﬂ G. Lolling in gteffen's Karte
47, /. A few meters east of Persei# the path splits; 1to follow the olf o
te the valley of Berbati one should take the lower pranche
48, W. M. Leake, Travels in the More (London, 1830), ve 50 P° 8"
49, Frazer, 22,.233.’ 7o By PO 88
80, Curtius, op. cit., Ve 25 PP'.513—514' 44-46°
51, For Lolling's discussion of the novroﬂOI’“"' see steffens 2 = Pp.-cw
52, For further jnformation a.bout minor Argive fortifications’ s”.the ‘r:t527n
of L. E. Lord in Hesp. 10 a0 2 (1941), PPe 98-112; 7 e pp-“’B
78=64 Alpo useful are Re Le 3°r‘nton" =

and A.J.A. 43 (1939), PP*
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P - : A '
ottery from the Pyramids! in HesP. 7 (1938), pPp- 528-538 and F.E. Winter's

the Valley of Soulinari in the Ar

| 7] s
The Classical Fortifications in golid"'
Much of Section 2 is & summary of pertinent

in American School Papers 1950.

material in Mr. Lord's articles.
rs see L. B.Lord, "Hatchtowers: :
|

53. For a brief discussion of these watchtowe

and Fortresses in Argolisl! AcJeA.43 (1939), pp. 78-84.

54. Ibid.’ p. 83‘
olis", Hesp. 7 (1938), PPe 495-496, 1
il

55+ Lo E. Lord " The 'Pyramids’ of Arg
r the Nemea blockhouse

ry date is indicated fo

thinks that a fourth centu
by the uge of conglomerate and the nagdvanced character of the polygonal 11
masonryl and adds that Mthe pottery evidence - so far a8 it goes -~ tends i‘é
to corroborate this gatel A
56, Ibid., p. 483,
khous®s

57. Ibide, pe 491.
Lord in '"Blo¢

were published by Le E.

58, The results of the excavation
O e 2,(1941), pp' 94-95.
2

in the Argolid! Hesp., 1
son of this £

ort see his article in AoJ.h.43 (1639)»

59, For Lord's discuss

/ ppe. 78-84,
1957)’ Ve il
m‘toh’

Athens,
E. Lord,

60. H,.Lehmann, Argolis (

jon of the pyrlmid‘l form in Greece s€¢ Le
on

61, For a discuss d es
4.J.A. 43 (1938), PP 7879488
e——0

a by mod‘ﬂl
epird

aArgoli®s

towers and Fortresses in
been reporte

ids ©

gize have ever

ns 6.  Only four pyrsm % #1% it
o and Kephalari, we heal

£ Ligouri

pesides thos®

travellers;
{ (vischgr’ -O-—p_. Cito, po

pyramid at Astros in Cynufi

id-, P'

put Lord
southern Laconia (1P 327)»
nam—"

e VT
: er
) mentions yet anoth ) vory |

2.2507

of the latter twOs. P“us‘nias ( no
.. howe there i

to-Epidﬂurus!f however, / &8

of the road from Argos




46,

like a pyramid" (‘ﬂ'vfd'/ulgl /ul»\to’-ro- efxar/o.e'vw) in this plain and Lord, " The

*Pyramids' of Argolis! Hesp. 7 (1938), Pe 511 argues that Pausanias is here

referring to the structure at Ligourio.

From Pausanias (2.24.7; 2.25.7) we learn that there were common graves

of soldiers in the regions where the pyramids of Kephalari and Ligourio were

built, Hence the latter have been considered -m,)“fvgf,,a, but Lord, A.J.A

43 (1939), p. 78, points out that this is impossible because tombs do not

have doors "opening inward and secured with a bar inside" such as those in

our pyramids.

62, Lord, "The 'Pyramids' of Argolisy HesP. 7 (1938), p. 501.

630 Frazer’ _9_2’ Cit.,pi 2130

64.Lord, "The 'Pyramids' of Argolis} Hesp. 7 (1938), p. SIQ.

65. For a discussion of the blockhouse HeE&r the Kephalari pyramid see L.

E. Lord, "Blockhouses in the Argolid} Hesp. 10 (1941), PP- 95-103.

66. L.E. Lord, ibid., pe 109.

67, The blockhouse near Lerns was excavated for Lord by A. Frantz and C.

Roebuck, and was also published in Lord's "Blockhouses in the Argolid)

Hesp. 10 (1941), Pppe 103-112,

Inachus and Erasinus rivers; it is correctly

68, Nes Kios lies between the
located on H. Lehmann's map (in argolis, ve 1) and on the British AT
. gideris in his APFONIBOKOPINGIA - ANAT

Map (Sheet K8 Kor inthos), bu
courate

This has been corrected (and a more &
idori"

APKAAIJA puts it too far easte
ceutbl Homthe rand g Newh EIEA narked in) on the exerpt from §

map submitted with this paper:e
89, Frazer, op. cit., p. 803.
7Q. Curtius, op. cit., p. 583«

"1, Leake, Travels in the Morea, Ve 2, De-476,

N o o  ————




73, There was only about a me

74, Herodotus 6.76

76, I owe this jnformatio

72. Frazer, Op. cit., p. 303.

ter of an old wall a little to the east of

Temenium and the Inachus and just north of the road which runs to the

this wall, now barely higher than the

factory and on toward Nauplie;

can best be seen from the small marshy

level of the surrounding ground,
large rectangular stone block at

hollow to the east and is mostly @&
Kk or tile below, and

rtar containing some bric

ground level, a layer of mo
he classical

tone at the bottome It is manifestly later than t

i1t as late as medieva

another large 8
1-or Turkish

Greek period and was perhaps bu

times.
-78 is the chief sourcé for the mttle of Sepeia; for

ries connected with the event se¢€ also Plute mule

other accounts, and sto

virt. 245C, apophthe Lacon. 2233 pause 2.20.8=-10 and 3.4.1; Polyaene
§ 7/
1.14 and 8.33; Herod. 6.92; Suide S°T TeXxeriNa.
75 .0 8b et PRl 2 2846’ 1 HOTESR g.76; Diod. 15.493 strabo 6, Pe 275, 8nd o
ps 371 -
o were in Laconia jin early June and

n to friends wh

o ford the Burotase
1 of the panagia. Frazer, OP°
re in an earlior

had occasion t
Cito s Pe 211’

77. At the springs is & chape

nysus may heve peen worshipped he

thinks that Pan or Dio

period.

78, Lo Ross, Reisen und Reise - ;
135, ne 13le Frazer, OP. EEE.,'V"

n, 1841)’ P' ndi'
cite, Ve &5 Po 478) also favors Leo
1240

pat Curtiusé °B° — !
not really commit nimself to Leondd ©F

im Peloponnes (Berli

p o 217, says v

but actually Curtius does 1 o
]

y states the
Leondi once had

and

4 Orneai was by the river of Leor

un
geschichtliqurgﬂgggg’J?

1eondi; he gimpl

the valley of the village
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end tha -
t there are alleged to be ruins at Palaio Leondi.

79, i
9., Bursian, op..cit.,.v. 2, Pe 64.

Pa e * 3 e A T
o ! ’

Peloponnese!" J.H.S. 15 (1895), PP 80-€1.

8l. Frazer; of i
s 0ps-cits, ve &, Po-216e ROBEs op, .cit., p..138, apparently locates

t and he also mentions the presence of many sherdse

Lyrkeia in this same &po
The b i i
us driver pointed out the site (the walls are very noticeable and

t unfortunatfly I had not the time to stope

quite near the road) to me bu

I hope to return later.
49, n. 1 would locate saminthos at Skalde

82, Bursian, op. cit., Ve 2, P
— ress

ects Skala and advocates the ruins of & roomy fort

Lolling, however, rej
mea block-

g between Phychtia and the Ne

on the height Aetolithi (whieh 1
For Lolling' 8

1 “siopance to the Argive plain)e

house and near the norther
rather effective arguments in pavor of the top of Aetolithi &8s Samintho8»
see Steffen's Karten von Mykenai, P° 45, note.
83, Modern Lyrkeia is a considerable distance away, being west and & ik
dx

ns of a Kavip

ing that the scanty rui
o top of ¥

south of Stern#e. I note in pass
unknown to me 0CCUPY th
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her with”

map) of @ date
were
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deep revimas - dominate
. - would be
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84, Frazer, op. cit., Ve
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85, Mapy years ago strangers had come to the village and climbed up to the

They had gathered many ancient things

cave with a young boy as a guide.
/
in large sacks and carried them away be night, giving the TSt 8 trifiine

sum. O M&Xo'}efol were also invelved in the story of the treasures of
the cave, but I could not make out exsctly what their part in the whole.

matter was suppos=d to be.
gherds northeast of the area described &8 Yne

86, As I recall, I found the

site of an old church.
better = and
87. The modern roed from the Phliasian plain south tqFymno is
3 oy of Sternée
mioh more used - than that from Gymao to the highway wes®
ccasional

put only the O
There is @ daily bus gervice to Gymno R the former |

truck climbs up the latter. d
ve 35 PPe 212 a1

ite
gee Fragzer, OPe ClTe»
e of the old road e Ll of conchreae

88, On the cours
s description of th

214; see ps 212 of the 8amo algo for

and bibliography on the gitee i T

and Waddington Itinéf‘ir°' Inscriptions fak
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89, Lebas, Voyage archéologiquee.
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¢ this paper

the necess?
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