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You men and women all of British birth:

We, over-seas but watching, as we read

Of stiff resistance and heroic deed,

Or, scrawled in rabbit hole or trawler's berth,
The languid jest, the unextinguished mirth

Of Mr. Punch, do from our hearts concede
Your right to haughty pride of British breed,
Your right to "act as if you owned the earth.”
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Would that the hearts of oak which you have shown
\Whom love of England: to all sacrifice
Of self in England's hour of need impels,
Might, in a time of trial, be our own,
And we like you in stern devotion rise
To guard, as you do yours, our citadels.
EDNA ST. VINCENT MILLAY.
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SONNET

You men and women all of British birth:

We, over-seas but watching, as we read

Of stiff resistance and herojc deed,

Or, scrawled in rabbit hole or trawler's berth,
The languid jest, the unextinguished mirth

Of Mr. Punch, do from our hearts concede
Your right to haughty pride of British breed,
Your right to "act as if you owned the earth."

Would that the hearts of oak which you have shown
Whom love of England: to all sacrifice
Of self in England's hour of need impels,
Might, in a time of trial, be our own,
And we like you in stern devotion rise
To guard, as you do yours, our citadels.
EDNA ST. VINCENT MILLAY.
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